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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69-A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA29403-5107 

REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF SEP I O 2018 

Regulatory Division 

0002

Mr. Chris Militscher 
Chief, NEPA Program Office 
Office of Environmental Accountability 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Atlanta Federal Center 
61 Forsyth Street 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-8960 

Dear Mr. Militscher: 

The purpose of this letter is to request that the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
be a "Cooperating Agency" in the preparation of a Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement (SEIS) for the Haile Gold Mine project. A modification to a Department of the Army 
permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will be required to authorize proposed 
impacts to waters of the United States. 

The applicant, OceanaGold, has submitted a proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile 
Gold Mine) in the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. Based on available information, the 
Corps determined the construction and operation of the proposed change to the development of 
the Haile Gold Mine has the potential to significantly affect the quality of the human environment 
and warrants the preparation of a supplement to the EIS completed for this project. 

It is our intent to prepare an SEIS that fully satisfies both the letter and spirit intended by 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), as well as our own agency regulations at 33 
CFR 320-332. Based on the EPA's close relationship with the Corps with regard to the Clean 
Water Act and the EPA's expertise in the areas of air quality and environmental justice, we 
believe that your agency's participation as a "Cooperating Agency" pursuant to 40 CFR 1501.6 
will help ensure that the EIS meets both of our agencies' needs. 

The Corps will continue to serve as the "Lead Agency" pursuant to 40 CFR 1501.5. 
Please let us know who will serve as the point of contact for your agency, so we can make 
arrangements to fully integrate EPA into the NEPA process. The Corps' project manager and 
point of contact for this project will be Mr. Shawn Boone of my staff. We look forward to working 
with EPA during the preparation of the SEIS for the proposed project. If you have any questions 
concerning this matter, please contact Mr. Boone at 843-329-8158, toll free at 1-866-329-8187 or 
by email at shawn.a.boone@usace.army.mil. 

FOR THE DISTRICT ENGINEER Sincerely, 

Travis G. Hughes 
Chief, Regulatory Division 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69-A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA29403-5107 

REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF SEP 1 u w,~ 

Regulatory Division 

0002

Ms. Myra Reece 
Director of Environmental Affairs 
Bureau of Land, Air, and Water 
S. C. Department of Environmental Health and Control 
2600 Bull Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 

Dear Ms. Reece: 

The purpose of this letter is to request that the South Carolina Department of Health and 
Environmental Control (SCDHEC) be a "Cooperating Agency" in the preparation of a 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) for the Haile Gold Mine project. A 
modification to a Department of the Army permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
will be required to authorize proposed impacts to waters of the United States. 

The applicant, OceanaGold, has submitted a proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile 
Gold Mine) in the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. Based on the available information, the 
Corps has determined that the construction and operation of the proposed change to the 
development of the Haile Gold Mine has the potential to significantly affect the quality of the 
human environment and warrants the preparation of a supplement to the EIS completed for this 
project. 

It is our intent to prepare an SEIS that fully satisfies both the letter and spirit intended by 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), as well as our own agency regulations at 33 
CFR 320-332. Based on the SCDHEC's close relationship with the Corps with regard to the 
Clean Water Act and SCDHEC's expertise and regulatory authority with regard to mining, we 
believe that your agency's participation as a "Cooperating Agency" pursuant to 40 CFR 1501.6 
will help ensure that the EIS meets both of our agencies' needs. 

The Corps will continue to serve as the "Lead Agency" pursuant to 40 CFR 1501.5. 
Please let us know who will serve as the point of contact for your agency, so we can make 
arrangements to fully integrate SCDHEC into the NEPA process. The Corps' project manager 
and point of contact for this project will be Mr. Shawn Boone of my staff. 



0002

We look forward to working with EPA during the preparation of the SEIS for the 
proposed project. If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Mr. Boone at 
843-329-8158, toll free at 1-866-329-8187 or by email.at shawn.a.boone@usace.army.mil. 

FOR THE DISTRICT ENGINEER Sincerely, 

Travis G. Hughes 
Chief, Regulatory Division 

Copy: 

Jeremy Eddy 
Mining and Reclamation Section 
S.C. Dept. of Health & Environmental Control 
2600 Bull Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69-A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107 

REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF NOV O 7 2018 

Regulatory Division 

Chief William Harris 
Catawba Indian Nation 
Office of Tribal Government 
996 Avenue of the Nations 
Rock Hill, South Carolina 29730 

Dear Chief Harris: 

The Catawba Indian Nation previously participated as a Cooperating Agency in the 
preparation of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Haile Gold Mine project. 
OceanaGold, the current owners of the Haile Gold Mine, has recently notified the Corps of 
Engineers they intend to apply for a modification to their Department of the Army permit. The 
proposed modification will require a supplement to the previous EIS (SEIS). It is our goal to 
prepare an SEIS that fully satisfies the spirit and intent of the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA), as well as our own agency regulations at 33 CFR 320-332. 

We recognize and appreciate your interest in this project as well as your technical 
expertise in the areas of air quality, water quality, wetlands, and Native American cultural 
resources, and are therefore writing to inquire if the Catawba Indian Nation is interested in 
participating as a Cooperating Agency in the SEIS effort. The Corps of Engineers continues to 
serve as the Lead Agency pursuant to 40 CFR 1501.5, and would make arrangements with your 
identified point of contact, (previously Darin Steen, Environmental Services Director), to bring 
him or her up to date and discuss any future participation. 

We look forward to your potential cooperation in the NEPA/EIS process. Mr. Shawn 
Boone is the project manager and my point of contact in this matter. If you have any questions 
concerning this matter, please contact Mr. Boone at 843-329-8158. 

Respectfully, 

Travis G. Hughes 
Chief, Regulatory Division 



0002NOV 011 2018 

hec 
October 30, 2018 

Mr. Travis G. Hughes 
Chief, Regulatory Division 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
69-A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, S.C. 29403-5107 

RE: Participation as a Cooperating Agency 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
Mine Permit No. 1-000601, Haile Gold Mine, Lancaster County 

Dear Mr. Hughes: 

The South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) received 
a letter from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) on Sep. 17, 2018. In this 
letter, the USACE requested DHEC to be a cooperating agency in the preparation of a 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) for Haile Gold Mine's proposed 
expansion. 

DHEC respectfully accepts this request to participate as a cooperating agency in the 
preparation of the SEIS and looks forward to working with the other agencies in the 
process. DHEC's project manager and point of contact for this project is Mr. Jeremy 
Eddy. 

Please direct all future correspondence to Jeremy Eddy at 803-898-7609 or by e-mail at 
eddvie@dhec.sc, gov. 

Sincerely, 

Henry J. Porter 
Chief, Bureau of Land and Waste Management 

cc: Joe Koon - BLWM 
Jeremy Eddy - BLWM 
BLWM File #10394 

S.C Department of Health and Environmental Control 

2600 Bull Street, Columbia. SC 29201 (803) 898-3432 www.scdhec.gov 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 4 

ATLANTA FEDERAL CENTER 
61 FORSYTH STREET 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303-8960 

SEP 1 8 2018 Mr. Travis G. Hughes 
Chief, Regulatory Division 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Charleston District 
69-A Hagood A venue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Re: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Cooperating Agency Request for the Haile Gold 
Mine Project; Kershaw, South Carolina; Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) 

Dear Mr. Hughes: 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has received your letter dated September I 0, 2018, offering 
the EPA an opportunity to become a cooperating agency to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Charleston District in the development of the SEIS for the construction and operation of the Haile Gold 
Mine project. The SEIS is anticipated to assess the potential effects and the significant environmental 
impacts associated with the proposed expansion of the applicant's cmTent mining operations. 

The EPA understands that the USACE's responsibilities as the lead Federal agency under NEPA for this 
SEIS are defined in 40 CFR 1501.5, while the EPA's responsibilities as a cooperating agency are 
outlined in 40 CFR 1501.6. As per your request, our primary collaboration efforts as a cooperating 
agency will be focused on wetlands, water quality, air quality and environmental justice impacts and to 
assist the USA CE and the applicant in the goal to avoid, minimize and mitigate for any adverse effects. 
The EPA, therefore, accepts your offer to become a cooperating agency. 

We plan to fully participate in interagency teleconferences, meetings and document reviews at important 
milestones as identified by the USACE. It should be noted that our status as a cooperating agency has no 
effect on our authorities under Section I 02(2)(C) of NEPA, Section 309 of the Clean Air Act and the 
Clean Water Act. Similarly, our role as a cooperating agency does not imply that the EPA will 
necessarily concur with all aspects of the SEIS. 

We appreciate the opportunity of working with the USACE as a cooperating agency on this project. 
Please feel free to have your staff (i.e., Mr. Shawn Boone) contact Mr. Lany Long, as our primary 
agency representative for this project, at (404) 562-9460, or by e-mail at long.larry@epa.gov. Ms. Ntale 
Kajumba, also with the NEPA Program Office, will be assisting Larry on any environmental justice 
issues identified during the SEIS process. 

Christopher A. Militscher 
Chief, NEPA Program Office 
Resource Conservation and Restoration Division 

Internet address (URL) http://www.epa.gov 
with Inks (Minimum 3D%., Postconsumer') 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107

Regulatory Division 

Catawba Indian Nation 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Dr. Wenonah G. Haire 
1536 Tom Steven Road 
Rock Hill, South Carolina 29730 

Dear Dr. Haire: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations.  

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible.  

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 

8 April 2019
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Request for Comments 
 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources.  

 
This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 

National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

 
To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 

involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

 
We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 

any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

 
 

      Respectfully, 
  
 
  
 
      Amanda L. Heath 
      Chief, Special Projects Branch 
 
Enclosures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0122

mailto:Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil
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 3 

 
CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
Catawba Indian Nation 
Dr. Wenonah G. Haire 
 
DA Permit SAC-1992-24122   
Haile Gold Mine  
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina  
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
 
Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 
 
____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 
 
____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process.  
 
_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process.  
 
_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 
 
_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)).  
 
 
Name of the designated contact: 
 
_____________________________________               Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 
 
                                                                                          E-mail: ____________________ 
 
 
Signed: _______________________________               Date: _____________________ 
 
 
 
 
Please mail to:                       U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to:                             Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
 
 
 

0122

mailto:Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil
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PROJECT LOCATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     DA Permit SAC-1992-24122 Haile Gold Mine  
     Lancaster County, South Carolina 
     (Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107

Regulatory Division 

United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Ms. Erin Thompson 
ethompson@ukb-nsn.gov 

Dear Ms. Thompson: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations.  

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible.  

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 

8 April 2019
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Request for Comments 
 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources.  

 
This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 

National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

 
To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 

involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

 
We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 

any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

 
 

      Respectfully, 
  
 
  
 
      Amanda L. Heath 
      Chief, Special Projects Branch 
 
Enclosures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0122
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma 
Ms. Erin Thompson 
 
DA Permit SAC-1992-24122   
Haile Gold Mine  
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina  
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
 
Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 
 
____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 
 
____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process.  
 
_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process.  
 
_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 
 
_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)).  
 
 
Name of the designated contact: 
 
_____________________________________               Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 
 
                                                                                          E-mail: ____________________ 
 
 
Signed: _______________________________               Date: _____________________ 
 
 
 
 
Please mail to:                       U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to:                             Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
 
 
 

0122

mailto:Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil
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PROJECT LOCATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     DA Permit SAC-1992-24122 Haile Gold Mine  
     Lancaster County, South Carolina 
     (Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107

Regulatory Division 

Thlopthlocco Tribal Town 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Mr. Janet Maylen 
thpo@tttown.org 

Dear Ms. Maylen: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations.  

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible.  

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 

8 April 2019
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Request for Comments 
 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources.  

 
This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 

National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

 
To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 

involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

 
We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 

any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

 
 

      Respectfully, 
  
 
  
 
      Amanda L. Heath 
      Chief, Special Projects Branch 
 
Enclosures 
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Thlopthlocco Tribal Town 
Mr. Janet Maylen 
 
DA Permit SAC-1992-24122   
Haile Gold Mine  
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina  
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
 
Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 
 
____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 
 
____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process.  
 
_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process.  
 
_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 
 
_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)).  
 
 
Name of the designated contact: 
 
_____________________________________               Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 
 
                                                                                          E-mail: ____________________ 
 
 
Signed: _______________________________               Date: _____________________ 
 
 
 
 
Please mail to:                       U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to:                             Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
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PROJECT LOCATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     DA Permit SAC-1992-24122 Haile Gold Mine  
     Lancaster County, South Carolina 
     (Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107

Regulatory Division 

Shawnee Tribe 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Ms. Tonya Tipton 
tonya@shawnee-tribe.com 

Dear Ms. Tipton: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations.  

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible.  

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 
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Request for Comments 
 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources.  

 
This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 

National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

 
To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 

involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

 
We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 

any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

 
 

      Respectfully, 
  
 
  
 
      Amanda L. Heath 
      Chief, Special Projects Branch 
 
Enclosures 
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 3 

CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Shawnee Tribe 
Ms. Tonya Tipton 
 
DA Permit SAC-1992-24122   
Haile Gold Mine  
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina  
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
 
Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 
 
____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 
 
____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process.  
 
_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process.  
 
_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 
 
_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)).  
 
 
Name of the designated contact: 
 
_____________________________________               Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 
 
                                                                                          E-mail: ____________________ 
 
 
Signed: _______________________________               Date: _____________________ 
 
 
 
 
Please mail to:                       U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to:                             Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
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PROJECT LOCATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     DA Permit SAC-1992-24122 Haile Gold Mine  
     Lancaster County, South Carolina 
     (Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107

Regulatory Division 

Poarch Band of Creek Indians 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Mr. Robert Thrower 
rthrower@pci-nsn.gov 

Dear Mr. Thrower: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations.  

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible.  

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 
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Request for Comments 
 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources.  

 
This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 

National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

 
To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 

involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

 
We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 

any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

 
 

      Respectfully, 
  
 
  
 
      Amanda L. Heath 
      Chief, Special Projects Branch 
 
Enclosures 
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 3 

CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Poarch Band of Creek Indians 
Mr. Robert Thrower 
 
DA Permit SAC-1992-24122   
Haile Gold Mine  
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina  
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
 
Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 
 
____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 
 
____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process.  
 
_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process.  
 
_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 
 
_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)).  
 
 
Name of the designated contact: 
 
_____________________________________               Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 
 
                                                                                          E-mail: ____________________ 
 
 
Signed: _______________________________               Date: _____________________ 
 
 
 
 
Please mail to:                       U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to:                             Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
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PROJECT LOCATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     DA Permit SAC-1992-24122 Haile Gold Mine  
     Lancaster County, South Carolina 
     (Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107

Regulatory Division 

Kialegee Tribal Town  
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Mr. David Cook  
david.cook@kialegeetribe.net 

Dear Mr. Cook: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations.  

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible.  

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 
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Request for Comments 
 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources.  

 
This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 

National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

 
To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 

involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

 
We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 

any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

 
 

      Respectfully, 
  
 
  
 
      Amanda L. Heath 
      Chief, Special Projects Branch 
 
Enclosures 
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 3 

CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Kialegee Tribal Town  
Mr. David Cook  
 
DA Permit SAC-1992-24122   
Haile Gold Mine  
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina  
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
 
Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 
 
____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 
 
____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process.  
 
_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process.  
 
_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 
 
_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)).  
 
 
Name of the designated contact: 
 
_____________________________________               Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 
 
                                                                                          E-mail: ____________________ 
 
 
Signed: _______________________________               Date: _____________________ 
 
 
 
 
Please mail to:                       U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to:                             Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
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PROJECT LOCATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     DA Permit SAC-1992-24122 Haile Gold Mine  
     Lancaster County, South Carolina 
     (Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107

Regulatory Division 

Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Ms. Robin DuShane 
rdushane@estoo.net 

Dear Ms. DuShane: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations.  

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible.  

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 
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Request for Comments 
 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources.  

 
This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 

National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

 
To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 

involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

 
We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 

any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

 
 

      Respectfully, 
  
 
  
 
      Amanda L. Heath 
      Chief, Special Projects Branch 
 
Enclosures 
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 3 

CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
Ms. Robin DuShane 
 
DA Permit SAC-1992-24122   
Haile Gold Mine  
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina  
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
 
Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 
 
____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 
 
____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process.  
 
_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process.  
 
_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 
 
_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)).  
 
 
Name of the designated contact: 
 
_____________________________________               Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 
 
                                                                                          E-mail: ____________________ 
 
 
Signed: _______________________________               Date: _____________________ 
 
 
 
 
Please mail to:                       U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to:                             Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
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PROJECT LOCATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     DA Permit SAC-1992-24122 Haile Gold Mine  
     Lancaster County, South Carolina 
     (Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107

Regulatory Division 

Eastern Band of the Cherokee Indians 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Mr. Stephen Yerka 
syerka@nc-cherokee.com 

Dear Mr. Yerka: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations.  

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible.  

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 

8 April 2019

0122

mailto:syerka@nc-cherokee.com
http://hailegoldmineseis.com/


 2 

Request for Comments 
 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources.  

 
This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 

National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

 
To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 

involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

 
We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 

any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

 
 

      Respectfully, 
  
 
  
 
      Amanda L. Heath 
      Chief, Special Projects Branch 
 
Enclosures 
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 3 

CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Eastern Band of the Cherokee Indians 
Mr. Stephen Yerka 
 
DA Permit SAC-1992-24122   
Haile Gold Mine  
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina  
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
 
Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 
 
____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 
 
____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process.  
 
_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process.  
 
_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 
 
_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)).  
 
 
Name of the designated contact: 
 
_____________________________________               Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 
 
                                                                                          E-mail: ____________________ 
 
 
Signed: _______________________________               Date: _____________________ 
 
 
 
 
Please mail to:                       U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to:                             Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
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PROJECT LOCATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     DA Permit SAC-1992-24122 Haile Gold Mine  
     Lancaster County, South Carolina 
     (Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107

Regulatory Division 

Delaware Tribe of Indians 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Dr. Brice Obermeyer 
bobermeyer@delawaretribe.org 

Dear Dr. Obermeyer: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations.  

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible.  

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 
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Request for Comments 
 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources.  

 
This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 

National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

 
To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 

involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

 
We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 

any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

 
 

      Respectfully, 
  
 
  
 
      Amanda L. Heath 
      Chief, Special Projects Branch 
 
Enclosures 
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Delaware Tribe of Indians 
Dr. Brice Obermeyer 
 
DA Permit SAC-1992-24122   
Haile Gold Mine  
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina  
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
 
Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 
 
____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 
 
____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process.  
 
_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process.  
 
_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 
 
_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)).  
 
 
Name of the designated contact: 
 
_____________________________________               Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 
 
                                                                                          E-mail: ____________________ 
 
 
Signed: _______________________________               Date: _____________________ 
 
 
 
 
Please mail to:                       U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to:                             Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
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PROJECT LOCATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     DA Permit SAC-1992-24122 Haile Gold Mine  
     Lancaster County, South Carolina 
     (Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107

Regulatory Division 

Chickasaw Nation 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Ms. Karen Brunso 
Karen.brunso@chickasaw.net 

Dear Ms. Brunso: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations.  

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible.  

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 
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Request for Comments 
 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources.  

 
This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 

National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

 
To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 

involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

 
We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 

any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

 
 

      Respectfully, 
  
 
  
 
      Amanda L. Heath 
      Chief, Special Projects Branch 
 
Enclosures 
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Chickasaw Nation 
Ms. Karen Brunso 
 
DA Permit SAC-1992-24122   
Haile Gold Mine  
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina  
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
 
Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 
 
____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 
 
____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process.  
 
_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process.  
 
_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 
 
_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)).  
 
 
Name of the designated contact: 
 
_____________________________________               Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 
 
                                                                                          E-mail: ____________________ 
 
 
Signed: _______________________________               Date: _____________________ 
 
 
 
 
Please mail to:                       U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to:                             Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
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PROJECT LOCATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     DA Permit SAC-1992-24122 Haile Gold Mine  
     Lancaster County, South Carolina 
     (Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107

Regulatory Division 

Cherokee Nation  
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Ms. Elizabeth Toombs 
elizabeth-toombs@cherokee.org 

Dear Ms. Toombs: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations.  

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible.  

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 
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Request for Comments 
 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources.  

 
This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 

National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

 
To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 

involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

 
We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 

any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

 
 

      Respectfully, 
  
 
  
 
      Amanda L. Heath 
      Chief, Special Projects Branch 
 
Enclosures 
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Cherokee Nation  
Ms. Elizabeth Toombs 
 
DA Permit SAC-1992-24122   
Haile Gold Mine  
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina  
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
 
Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 
 
____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 
 
____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process.  
 
_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process.  
 
_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 
 
_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)).  
 
 
Name of the designated contact: 
 
_____________________________________               Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 
 
                                                                                          E-mail: ____________________ 
 
 
Signed: _______________________________               Date: _____________________ 
 
 
 
 
Please mail to:                       U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to:                             Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
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PROJECT LOCATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     DA Permit SAC-1992-24122 Haile Gold Mine  
     Lancaster County, South Carolina 
     (Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107

Regulatory Division 

Alabama-Quassarte Tribal Town 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Ms. Samantha Robinson 
aqhpo@mail.com 

Dear Ms. Robinson: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations.  

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible.  

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 

Request for Comments 

8 April 2019

0122

mailto:aqhpo@mail.com
http://hailegoldmineseis.com/


 2 

 
The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 

regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources.  

 
This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 

National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

 
To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 

involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

 
We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 

any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

 
 

      Respectfully, 
  
 
  
 
      Amanda L. Heath 
      Chief, Special Projects Branch 
 
Enclosures 
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Alabama-Quassarte Tribal Town 
Samantha Robinson 
 
DA Permit SAC-1992-24122   
Haile Gold Mine  
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina  
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
 
Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 
 
____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 
 
____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process.  
 
_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process.  
 
_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 
 
_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)).  
 
 
Name of the designated contact: 
 
_____________________________________               Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 
 
                                                                                          E-mail: ____________________ 
 
 
Signed: _______________________________               Date: _____________________ 
 
 
 
 
Please mail to:                       U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to:                             Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
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PROJECT LOCATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     DA Permit SAC-1992-24122 Haile Gold Mine  
     Lancaster County, South Carolina 
     (Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
 

0122



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107

Regulatory Division 

Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of 
Indians of Oklahoma 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Ms. Devon Frazier 
106NAGPRA@astribe.com 

Dear Ms. Frazier: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations.  

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible.  

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 
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Request for Comments 
 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources.  

 
This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 

National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

 
To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 

involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

 
We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 

any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

 
 

      Respectfully, 
  
 
  
 
      Amanda L. Heath 
      Chief, Special Projects Branch 
 
Enclosures 
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 
Devon Frazier 
 
DA Permit SAC-1992-24122   
Haile Gold Mine  
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina  
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
 
Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 
 
____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 
 
____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process.  
 
_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process.  
 
_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 
 
_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)).  
 
 
Name of the designated contact: 
 
_____________________________________               Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 
 
                                                                                          E-mail: ____________________ 
 
 
Signed: _______________________________               Date: _____________________ 
 
 
 
 
Please mail to:                       U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to:                             Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
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PROJECT LOCATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     DA Permit SAC-1992-24122 Haile Gold Mine  
     Lancaster County, South Carolina 
     (Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
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November 27, 2019 
 
 
 
 
Shawn Boone 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District 
69A Hagood Avenue  
Charleston, SC 29403 
 

Re:   Haile Gold Mine 
         Cultural Resources Survey Draft Reports (2017-2019) 
         Annual Condition Reports (2015-2018) 
         Unanticipated Discovery Report (2017-2019) 

         Lancaster County, South Carolina 
         SHPO Project No. 09-CC0051 

 
Dear Shawn Boone:   
 
Thank you for your email of October 30, 2019 regarding the subject-referenced undertaking. We also 
received the following draft reports as supporting documentation for this undertaking: 

 Phase I Cultural Resources Survey of the Gregory Tract at Haile Gold Mine Lancaster County, 
South Carolina (R.S. Webb & Associates 2017) 

 Phase I Cultural Resources Survey of the 126-Acre Duckwood and Ernest Scott Tracts at Haile 
Gold Mine Lancaster County, South Carolina (R.S. Webb & Associates 2017)  

 Phase I Cultural Resources Survey of the 124-Acre Bob Byrd Road, Estridge, and Payne Road 
Tracts at Haile Gold Mine Lancaster County, South Carolina (R.S. Webb & Associates 2017)  

 Phase I Cultural Resources Survey of the Jones Tract East Project Area at Haile Gold Mine 
Lancaster County, South Carolina (R.S. Webb & Associates 2019) 

 
Our office also received a letter from Marianna Depratter of OceanaGold- Haile Operation, including 
copies of these draft reports in addition to the following supporting documentation: 

 Annual Condition Evaluation of Historic Properties Haile Gold Mine Lancaster County, South 
Carolina (2015-2019) 

 Unanticipated Discovery Identification and Delineation of an Abandoned Historic Cemetery 
Haile Gold Mine (HGM) Lancaster County, South Carolina  (2018) 

 
 The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is providing comments to the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (Corps) pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing 
regulations, 36 CFR 800 as well as the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) regarding Haile Gold Mine 
(P/N # SAC-1992-24122-4IA) and the Cultural Resources Management Plan Haile Gold Mine Lancaster 
County, South Carolina (USACE Permit No. SAC 1992024112-4IA) (CRMP).  
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Thank you for providing the annual condition reports and the unanticipated discovery reports to our office 
as stipulated in the MOA and CRMP. Our office notes that in the future, the annual condition reports 
should be submitted to our office every 12 months as specified in the MOA.  
 
The intensive archaeological and architectural survey of the Gregory Tract revisited eleven previously 
recorded archaeological sites (38LA295-38LA0304, and LA0393) and one previously recorded historic 
architectural resource (SHPO Site No. 0965). Site 38LA0393 was not relocated during the revisit. Sites 
38LA0295-38LA0304 and 38LA0393 are recommended as not eligible for listing in the National Register 
of Historic Places (NRHP). Our office concurs with these recommendations. The Clyburn House (SHPO 
Site No. 0965) is recommended as not eligible for listing in the NRHP. Our office requires additional 
information prior to providing our comments on the eligibility of this resource (Please see Technical 
Comments).  
 
The intensive archaeological and architectural survey of the Duckwood and Ernest Scott Tracts identified 
eight newly recorded archaeological sites (38LA0771-38LA0778). Sites 38LA0771-38LA0778 are 
recommended as not eligible for listing in the NRHP. Our office concurs with these recommendations. 
Two historic architectural resources (SHPO Site Nos. 0949 and 0959) were previously recorded within 
the project areas and recommended as not eligible of listing in the NRHP but were found to be no longer 
extant at the time of the current survey.    
 
The intensive archaeological and architectural survey of the Bob Byrd Road, Estridge, and Payne Road 
Tracts identified nine newly recorded archaeological sites (38LA0779-38LA0787). Two previously 
recorded (SHPO Site Nos. 0954 and 955) and three newly recorded (SHPO Site No. 1160-1162) historic 
architectural resources were identified within and adjacent to the project areas. SHPO Site No. 0955 was 
previously recommended as not eligible and was no longer extant at the time of the current survey. Sites 
38LA0779, 38LA0780, and 38LA0782-38LA0787 are recommended as not eligible for listing in the 
NRHP. Site 38LA0781 is recommended as not eligible for listing in the NRHP within the project area and 
unevaluated outside of the project area as it was not able to be fully delineated. Our office concurs with 
these recommendations with the exception of 38LA0779. We believe that 38LA0779 is unevaluated, 
requiring additional Phase II testing to determine its eligibility for listing in the NRHP (Please see 
Technical Comments).  SHPO Site Nos. 0954, 1160-1162 are recommended as not eligible for listing in 
the NRHP. Our office concurs with these recommendations.  
 
The intensive archaeological and architectural survey of the Jones Tract East identified seven previously 
recorded (38LA0342, 38LA0350, 38LA0352, 38LA0356, 38LA0381, 38LA0755, 38LA0760) and ten 
newly recorded (38LA0788-38LA0797) archaeological sites. Sites 38LA0342, 38LA0352, 38LA0356, 
38LA0381, 38LA0755, and 38LA0760 are recommended as unevaluated, requiring additional testing to 
determine their eligibility for listing in the NRHP. Sites 38LA0350, and 38LA0788-38LA0797 are 
recommended as not eligible for listing in the NRHP. Our office concurs with these recommendations 
with the exception of 38LA0793. Our office requires additional information prior to providing our 
comments on the eligibility of this resource (Please see Technical Comments). Three previously recorded 
(SHPO Site Nos. 1101, 1102, and 1162) and three newly recorded (SHPO Site Nos. 888, 1193, and 1194) 
historic architectural resources were identified within and adjacent to the project area. SHPO Site Nos. 
1101 and 1102 were previously recommend as not eligible for listing in the NRHP and were no longer 
extant at the time of the current survey. SHPO Site Nos. 0888, 1193, and 1194 are recommended as not 
eligible for listing in the NRHP. Our office concurs with these recommendations.  
 
Our office has technical comments on the draft reports that we ask to see addressed. To complete the 
reporting process, please provide at least three (3) hard copies of a final report: one (1) bound hard copy 
and a digital copy in ADOBE Acrobat PDF format for the SHPO; one (1) bound and one (1) unbound 
hard copies and a digital copy in ADOBE Acrobat PDF format for SCIAA. Investigators should send all 
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copies directly to the SHPO. The SHPO will distribute the appropriate copies to SCIAA. Please ensure 
that a copy of our comments letter is included in the Appendices and Attachments of the final report. 
Please also file site revisit forms with SCIAA.  
 
Please provide GIS shapefiles for the surveyed area (and architectural sites as applicable). Shapefiles for 
identified archaeological sites should be coordinated with SCIAA. Shapefiles should be compatible with 
ArcGIS (.shp file format) and should be sent as a bundle in .zip format. For additional information, please 
see our GIS Data Submission Requirements.  
 
Please provide final electronic copies of the survey forms and photographs for the above-ground 
resources following the Electronic Submission Requirements for Planning Surveys and Review & 
Compliance Surveys (Please see Technical Comments).   
 
Please refer to SHPO Project Number 09-CC0051 in any future correspondence regarding this project. If 
you have any questions, please contact me at (803) 896-6181 or KSchroer@scdah.sc.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Keely Lewis-Schroer 
Archaeologist 
State Historic Preservation Office 
 
 
cc: Marianna DePratter, OceanaGold –Haile Operation  
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Technical Comments 
 

Phase I Cultural Resources Survey of the Gregory Tract at Haile Gold Mine Lancaster County, South 
Carolina  
 
p. 44, Section 6.0, para 1- “39LA301.” Please correct to 38LA301. 

p. 58, Section 6.2.5, para 1- “The lithic assemblage consisted of one metavolcanic core, one the current 
Project Area (Figure 6.1).” Please reword to clarify what is being stated here. The lithic assemblage is 
repeated later in the paragraph. 

p. 58, Section 6.2.5., para 2- Were the active springs noted during the initial site recordation identified 
during the revisit? Please specify. 

p. 77, Section 6.3- It is stated on p. vii that the current findings support the recommendation that SHPO 
Site No. 0965 is not eligible for listing in the NRHP but no current evaluation is provided in the results 
section. Please include a description of the current condition of this resource following the revisit. For 
additional information, please see our guidance for revisits in the South Carolina Statewide Survey of 
Historic Properties Survey Manual (p. 15). 

Phase I Cultural Resources Survey of the 126-Acre Duckwood and Ernest Scott Tracts at Haile Gold 
Mine Lancaster County, South Carolina 

p. 2- The Haile Gold Mine Cemetery directly adjacent to Ernest Scott Tract appears to be older than 50 
years in age and still extant. Please clarify why it was not included in Historic Resources Survey and 
Viewshed Analysis. Please see our guidance for recording cemeteries in the South Carolina Statewide 
Survey of Historic Properties Survey Manual (Appendix F, p. 54). 

Phase I Cultural Resources Survey of the 124-Acre Bob Byrd Road, Estridge, and Payne Road Tracts 
at Haile Gold Mine Lancaster County, South Carolina  
 
Please provide SHPO Survey Forms and photographs for the historic architectural resources that were 
revisited and newly recorded during this survey. Please see the Electronic Submission Requirements for 
Review and Compliance Surveys and the South Carolina Statewide Survey of Historic Properties Survey 
Manual (p. 16) for additional information regarding the requirements for completing surveys for 
submission to SHPO. 

p. vi, Recommendations, para. 1- “9LA781”. Please correct to 38LA781. 

p. 91, Section 7.2, para. 1- “9LA781”. Please correct to 38LA781. 

p. 57-, Site 38LA0779, though smaller in size, is similar in artifact density and diversity to Site 
38LA0760 which was recommended for additional testing. We believe that site 38LA0779 has the 
potential for intact subsurface deposits and do not believe that adequate information has been gathered 
during the Phase I survey to make a definitive NRHP assessment for the site or to characterize it as 
having low density or diversity.   
 
Phase I Cultural Resources Survey of the Jones Tract East Project Area at Haile Gold Mine Lancaster 
County, South Carolina  
 
Please provide SHPO Survey Forms and photographs for the historic architectural resources that were 
revisited and newly recorded during this survey. Please see the Electronic Submission Requirements for 
Review and Compliance Surveys and the South Carolina Statewide Survey of Historic Properties Survey 
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Manual (p. 16) for additional information regarding the requirements for completing surveys for 
submission to SHPO. 

p. i, Management Summary- Stated in Background section that the project area is 118 hectares (292 acres) 
of land and in the Results section that approximately 292 hectares were previously surveyed. Please 
correct as reference to previously surveyed area is larger than the overall project area. 

p. i, Results, para 1- “28LA350.” Please correct to 38LA350. 

p. 52, Site 38LA0342- “67 artifacts from shovel testing (n=63)”. Please clarify correct count.  

p. 92, Site 38LA0793- “The prehistoric artifacts are distributed without concentration from the surface 
throughout the surface stratum.” Please clarify what is being stated here as it is noted that artifacts were 
recovered from depths of 10 to 70 cmbs and there were several high density shovel tests (108.5-6 109-6, 
109.5-6).  

p. 104- The Haile Gold Mine Cemetery associated with Haile Gold Mine church appears to be older than 
50 years in age. Please clarify why it was not included in Historic Resources Survey and Viewshed 
Analysis. Please see our guidance for recording cemeteries in the South Carolina Statewide Survey of 
Historic Properties Survey Manual (Appendix F, p. 54). 

We recommend that the Baker Cemetery be recorded and assigned a SHPO Site Number. Please see our 
guidance for recording cemeteries in the South Carolina Statewide Survey of Historic Properties Survey 
Manual (Appendix F, p. 54). 
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December 17, 2019 
 
 
 
Shawn Boone 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District 
69A Hagood Avenue  
Charleston, SC 29403 
 

Re:   Haile Gold Mine 
         (SAC-1992-24122-4IA) 
         Proposed Work Plan for Phase II Evaluation 
         Archaeological Sites 38LA0664, 38LA0665, 38LA0673 

         Lancaster County, South Carolina 
         SHPO Project No. 09-CC0051 

 
Dear Shawn Boone:   
 
Our office received a letter from Scott McDaniel of Oceana Gold on November 22, 2019 regarding the 
subject-referenced undertaking. We also received the draft, Proposed Work Plan Phase II Investigations 
at Three Archeological Sites 38LA664, 38LA0665, and 38LA0673, Haile Gold Mine Project Area, 
Lancaster County, South Carolina as supporting documentation for this undertaking. The State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO) is providing comments to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) 
pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations, 36 
CFR 800, the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) regarding Haile Gold Mine (P/N # SAC-1992-24122-
4IA) and the Cultural Resources Management Plan Haile Gold Mine Lancaster County, South Carolina 
(USACE Permit No. SAC 1992-24112-4IA) (CRMP).  
 
Thank you for the proposed work plan to our office for review as stipulated in the MOA. Our office has 
technical comments on the plan that we ask to see addressed. We will accept the plan as final once these 
comments are addressed. Please provide a revised final copy of the plan to our office.  
 
Please refer to SHPO Project Number 09-CC0051 in any future correspondence regarding this project. If 
you have any questions, please contact me at (803) 896-6181 or KSchroer@scdah.sc.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Keely Lewis-Schroer 
Archaeologist 
State Historic Preservation Office 
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cc: Marianna DePratter, OceanaGold –Haile Operation  
      Scott McDaniel, OceanaGold –Haile Operation 
      Robert S. Webb, R.S Webb and Associates 
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Technical Comments 
 
Task 1a- As our office previously concurred with the recommendation that these sites undergo additional 
testing to determine their eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, we would not 
agree with the method proposed of applying the stated conditions to the survey data if “entire sites could 
be dropped from further consideration.” We continue to recommend that sites 38LA0664, 38LA0665, and 
38LA0673 require additional testing. 
 
Task 2a- We concur with the recommendations regarding Phase II evaluation at site 38LA664 for limited 
additional shovel testing in the vicinity of Shovel Tests T-3/2, T 1/1.5, T-2/2, T-3/2, and T-3/3 provided 
in Gantt et al. 2012. Please clarify if specific recommendations regarding Phase II evaluation made during 
the Phase I survey will be adhered to as it is not clear from the proposed Field Investigation. 
 
Task 4- We note that Early Archaic or Paleoindian period sites may not be considered as indicative of 
“intense residential use” as described here.  
 
Task 4- Please specify what is meant by “high-level research issues”. We note that sites can be significant 
at the local, state or national level.  
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December 20, 2019 
 
 
 
Shawn Boone 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District 
69A Hagood Avenue  
Charleston, SC 29403 
 

Re:   Haile Gold Mine 
         (SAC-1992-24122-4IA) 
         Proposed Work Plan for Phase II Evaluation 
         Archaeological Sites 38LA0664, 38LA0665, 38LA0673 

         Lancaster County, South Carolina 
         SHPO Project No. 09-CC0051 

 
Dear Shawn Boone:   
 
Our office received an email from Marianna DePratter of Oceana Gold on December 20, 2019 regarding 
the subject-referenced undertaking. We also received the revised, Proposed Work Plan Phase II 
Investigations at Three Archeological Sites 38LA664, 38LA0665, and 38LA0673, Haile Gold Mine 
Project Area, Lancaster County, South Carolina as supporting documentation for this undertaking. The 
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is providing comments to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(Corps) pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing 
regulations, 36 CFR 800, the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) regarding Haile Gold Mine (P/N # 
SAC-1992-24122-4IA) and the Cultural Resources Management Plan Haile Gold Mine Lancaster 
County, South Carolina (USACE Permit No. SAC 1992-24112-4IA) (CRMP).  
 
Thank you for addressing our comments. Our office would accept the plan as final once it is approved by 
the Corps.  
 
Please refer to SHPO Project Number 09-CC0051 in any future correspondence regarding this project. If 
you have any questions, please contact me at (803) 896-6181 or KSchroer@scdah.sc.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Keely Lewis-Schroer 
Archaeologist 
State Historic Preservation Office 
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cc: Michelle Zulauf, Corps 
      Marianna DePratter, OceanaGold –Haile Operation  
      Scott McDaniel, OceanaGold –Haile Operation 
      Robert S. Webb, R.S Webb and Associates 
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Technical Comments 

 
Task 1a- As our office previously concurred with the recommendation that these sites undergo additional 
testing to determine their eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, we would not 
agree with the method proposed of applying the stated conditions to the survey data if “entire sites could 
be dropped from further consideration.” We continue to recommend that sites 38LA0664, 38LA0665, and 
38LA0673 require additional testing. 
 
Task 2a- We concur with the recommendations regarding Phase II evaluation at site 38LA664 for limited 
additional shovel testing in the vicinity of Shovel Tests T-3/2, T 1/1.5, T-2/2, T-3/2, and T-3/3 provided 
in Gantt et al. 2012. Please clarify if specific recommendations regarding Phase II evaluation made during 
the Phase I survey will be adhered to as it is not clear from the proposed Field Investigation. 
 
Task 4- We note that Early Archaic or Paleoindian period sites may not be considered as indicative of 
“intense residential use” as described here.  
 
Task 4- Please specify what is meant by “high-level research issues”. We note that sites can be significant 
at the local, state or national level.  
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April 10, 2020 
 
 
 
 
Shawn Boone 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, SC 29403 
 

Re:   Haile Gold Mine  
        Cultural Resources Management Plan, 2020 Draft Revision 

        Lancaster County, South Carolina 
         SHPO Project No. 09-CC0051 

 
Dear Shawn Boone:   
 
Our office received an email from Scott McDaniel of Haile Gold Mine Inc. on March 6, 2020 regarding 
the subject-referenced project. We also received the revised draft Cultural Resources Management Plan. 
The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is providing comments to the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (Corps) pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing 
regulations, 36 CFR 800, as well as the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) regarding Haile Gold Mine 
(P/N # SAC-1992-24122-4IA).  
 
The Cultural Resource Management Plan has been revised to address a proposed expansion of the 
existing mine-related facilities/features, from 4,552 to 5,384 acres, and the associated revision of the 
Corps permit.  
 
Our office has technical comments on the revised plan that we ask to see addressed (please see attached). 
 
Please refer to SHPO Project Number 09-CC0051 in any future correspondence regarding this project. If 
you have any questions, please contact me at (803) 896-6181 or KSchroer@scdah.sc.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
Keely Lewis-Schroer 
Keely Lewis-Schroer 
Archaeologist 
State Historic Preservation Office 
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Technical Comments 
 
p. 2, Table of Contents- Please include a list of Tables and Figures for reference. 
 
p. 3, pp. 5- “Direct and indirect effects on NRHP-listed and eligible cultural resources… were [and will 
be?] evaluated within the Project Area.” Please revise to address the potential for resources in additional 
acreage not yet surveyed.   
 
p. 4, Cultural Resource Studies- Recommend referencing Table 1 here rather than the section below on 
Archaeological Sites as it includes relevant information regarding the cultural resources studies.  
 
p. 5, pp. 5- The Thlopthlocoo Tribal Town is listed as a consulting party in the previous CRMP, please 
clarify why they are not included here. 
 
p. 9, Section 3- Please correct section title to Cultural Resources Study Area. 
 
p. 12, Table 1- Please add Type of Report for Webb et. al., 2015. 
 
p. 13, Section 4.1- “it appears unlikely that cultural resources normally detected during a Phase I survey 
following state and federal guidelines remain undetected with the [previously surveyed portions of the] 
Project Area.” Please revise to indicate the potential for unidentified cultural resources in the 363 acres 
not previously surveyed. 
 
p. 13, Section 4.1- “Since nearly the entire Project Area has been covered at the Phase I level, it is 
unlikely that unidentified historic resources are present within the [previously surveyed portions of the] 
Project Area.” Please revise to indicate the potential for unidentified historic resources, such as small 
family cemeteries, in the 363 acres not previously surveyed. 
 
p. 20, Table 2: Our records indicate that 38LA0779 is considered Unevaluated by our office. We have not 
currently reviewed the results of additional testing at 38LA0779 to determine it Not Eligible. 
 
p. 14, Table 2: Our records indicate that we previously determined that 38LA0038 is Not Eligible in 
correspondence to the Corps dated September 9, 2014. Please Correct. 
 
p. 16, Table 2: Our office notes that we previously determined that sites 38LA0581 and 38LA0582 are 
Not Eligible following our review of the Cultural Resources Identification Survey of Approximately 115 
Acres at the Proposed Kershaw Certification Site (S&ME 2009). 
 
p. 20, Table 2: Please update SHPO Concurrence for 38LA0781 to Unevaluated for consistency (i.e. All 
other sites list Unevaluated v. Concur for sites with an Unevaluated Eligibility).  
 
p. 23, pp. 2- “No Phase II investigations have been conducted on the nine (9) unevaluated sites located 
beyond the Project Area, but within the CRSA limit.” There are (8) unevaluated sites identified as beyond 
the Project Area but within the CRSA limit in Table 2 (38KE0085, 38LA0384, 38LA0432, 38LA0433, 
38LA0581, 38LA0582, 38LA0583, and 38LA0744). Please verify count here and on p. 27. 
 
p. 26, Table 4: Our office previously determined that SHPO Site Nos. 941, 942, 943, 950, and 965 were 
Not Eligible following the Lancaster County Historical and Architectural Inventory (Preservation 
Consultants 1986). Please update from Pending or clarify what is meant by this.  
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p. 28, Figure 5- 38LA0793 appears to be included and was determined to be Not Eligible. 
 
p. 30- “However, 38LA0352 will be impacted by South OSA; thus, Haile will complete Phase III 
recovery on that site shortly (and before impacting it)”. Our office has not reviewed the results of Phase II 
at 38LA0352 and still considers the site to be Unevaluated. Please clarify here. 
 
Appendices: We continue to recommend that the Previous Agreements be included in the Appendices of 
the CRMP. 
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May 18, 2020 
 
 
 
 
Shawn Boone 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, SC 29403 
 

Re:   Haile Gold Mine  
         Cultural Resources Management Plan, 2020 Final Revision 
         Archaeological Site 38LA0352 Draft Research Design and Data Recovery Plan 
         Phase II Archaeological Investigations at Sites 38LA0664, 38LA0665, and 38LA0673 

        Lancaster County, South Carolina 
         SHPO Project No. 09-CC0051 

 
Dear Shawn Boone:   
 
Our office has received the following as supporting documentation for the subject-referenced 
undertaking: 

• An email from Scott McDaniel of OceanaGold on April 21, 2020 including the revised final 
Cultural Resources Management Plan and the draft treatment plan, Research Design and Data 
Recovery Plan Archeological Site 38LA0352, Guilford Occupation Locus, Haile Gold Mine, 
Lancaster County, South Carolina. 

• An email from Robert Webb of R.S. Webb and Associates on May 12, 2020 including the draft 
report, Phase II Archeological Investigations at Sites 38LA0664, 38LA0665, and 38LA0673, 
Haile Gold Mine, Lancaster County, South Carolina.  Hard copies of the draft report were also 
received by our office on May 6, 2020. 
 

The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is providing comments to the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (Corps) pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing 
regulations, 36 CFR 800, as well as the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) regarding Haile Gold Mine 
(P/N # SAC-1992-24122-4IA).  
 
Thank you for addressing our technical comments on the Cultural Resources Management Plan. Our 
office has an additional technical comment on the plan that we ask to see addressed (please see attached). 
We will accept the plan as final once this comment is addressed; there is no need to send a revised draft. 
To complete the reporting process, please have the applicant provide our office with at least one (1) hard 
copy of a final plan: one (1) bound hard copy and a digital copy in ADOBE Acrobat PDF format. 
 
Our office notes that the Research Design and Data Recovery Plan Archeological Site 38LA0352, 
Guilford Occupation Locus, Haile Gold Mine, Lancaster County, South Carolina cites information from 
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the Phase I – Level Evaluations at Archaeological Sites 38LA342, 38LA352, 38LA356, 38LA381, and 
38LA755, Haile Gold Mine, Lancaster County, South Carolina which has not previously been submitted 
to the Corps or our office for review. We recommend that this report documenting the testing on which 
38LA0352 is recommended as eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) be 
submitted to our office for review prior to providing our comments on the research design and data 
recovery plan. At a minimum, our office needs the results of the additional Phase I work at 38LA0352 as 
an appendix to the Research Design and Data Recovery Plan to provide our comments. 
 
Following the Phase II archaeological investigations at sites 38LA0664, 38LA0665, and 38LA0673, all 
three sites are recommended as not eligible for listing in the NRHP. Our office concurs that sites 
38LA0664 and 38LA0665 are not eligible for listing in the NRHP. Our office cannot comment on the 
eligibility of site 38LA0673 as at the time of the Phase II testing, the site had been “cleared, grubbed, and 
altered by earth moving machinery” with an estimated “loss of 30 to 50 cm of soil”. We are unable to 
determine if significant information could have been yielded from this site prior to this disturbance, 
however, we believe that additional archaeological investigation at this site would not yield additional 
information due to its current condition. Our office has technical comments on the report that we ask to 
see addressed (please see attached). We will accept the report as final once these comments are addressed; 
there is no need to send a revised draft. To complete the reporting process, please have the applicant 
provide at least three (3) hard copies of a final report: one (1) bound hard copy and a digital copy in 
ADOBE Acrobat PDF format for the SHPO; one (1) bound and one (1) unbound hard copies and a digital 
copy in ADOBE Acrobat PDF format for SCIAA. Investigators should send all copies directly to the 
SHPO. The SHPO will distribute the appropriate copies to SCIAA. Please ensure that a copy of our 
comments letter is included in the Appendices and Attachments of the final report. Please file site revisit 
forms with SCIAA for the Phase II investigations at sites 38LA0664, 38LA0665, and 38LA0673. 
 
Please refer to SHPO Project Number 09-CC0051 in any future correspondence regarding this project. If 
you have any questions, please contact me at (803) 896-6181 or KSchroer@scdah.sc.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
Keely Lewis-Schroer 

Keely Lewis-Schroer 
Archaeologist 
State Historic Preservation Office 
 
 
cc: Elizabeth Johnson, SHPO 
      Scott McDaniel, OceanaGold 
      Marianna DePratter, OceanaGold 
      Robert Webb, R.S. Webb and Associates 
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Technical Comments 

 
Cultural Resources Management Plan 
p. 23, 24, Table 2- Please update the site descriptions and eligibility determinations for 38LA0664, 
38LA0665, and 38LA0673 based on the Phase II investigations. Our office notes that the Late 
Paleoindian component cited here at 38LA0664 is not included in the description of this site included in 
the Phase II Archaeological Investigations. 
 
Phase II Archeological Investigations at Sites 38LA0664, 38LA0665, and 38LA0673, Haile Gold Mine, 
Lancaster County, South Carolina.   
 
p. 29- Please correct formatting, appears upside down. 
 
p. 31- Please correct formatting, appears upside down. 
 
p. 35, Table 6.3- Texts cites 68 artifacts from Level 4 and 35 from Level 5; Table sites 67 and 36, 
respectively. Please correct. 
 
p. 39- Please correct formatting, appears upside down. 
 
p. 41- Please correct formatting, appears upside down. 
 
p. 47- Please provide photographs of the disturbance encountered and described at 38LA673 prior to 
Phase II Testing. 
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June 12, 2020 
 
 
 
 
Shawn Boone 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, SC 29403 
 

Re:   Haile Gold Mine  
Phase I-Level Evaluations at Archeological Sites 38LA342, 38LA352, 38LA356, 38LA381, 
and 38LA755 

         Archaeological Site 38LA0352 Research Design and Data Recovery Plan 
         Lancaster County, South Carolina 

         SHPO Project No. 09-CC0051 
 
Dear Shawn Boone:   
 
Our office has received the following as supporting documentation for the subject-referenced 
undertaking: 

• An email from Marianna DePratter of OceanaGold on May 21, 2020 including the draft report, 
Phase I-Level Evaluations at Archeological Sites 38LA342, 38LA352, 38LA356, 38LA381, and 
38LA755, Lancaster County, South Carolina.   

 
We also received an email from Scott McDaniel of OceanaGold on April 21, 2020 including the draft 
research design, Research Design and Data Recovery Plan Archeological Site 38LA0352, Guilford 
Occupation Locus, Haile Gold Mine, Lancaster County, South Carolina. In correspondence dated May 
18, 2020, we requested to review results of the additional Phase I work at 38LA0352 prior to providing 
our comments on the draft plan. 
 
The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is providing comments to the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (Corps) pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing 
regulations, 36 CFR 800, as well as the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) regarding Haile Gold Mine 
(P/N # SAC-1992-24122-4IA).  
 
Additional investigations were carried out at five archaeological sites (38LA0342, 38LA0352, 38LA0356, 
38LA0381, and 38LA0755) previously determined to require additional research and/or testing to 
determine their eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Following the 
additional testing and evaluation, sites 38LA0342, 38LA0356, 38LA0381, and 38LA0755 are 
recommended as not eligible for listing in the NRHP. Site 38LA0352 is recommended as eligible for 
listing in the NRHP. Our office concurs with these recommendations. 
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Mitigation is proposed for site 38LA0352 and the Research Design and Data Recovery Plan outlines the 
data recovery excavations proposed at the site. The research issues and workplan included in the Research 
Design and Data Recovery Plan are sufficient to meet the requirements of the Cultural Resources 
Management Plan. We look forward to reviewing the results of the data recovery excavations. 
 
Our office accepts the draft report and research design as final. To complete the reporting process, please 
have the applicant provide at least three (3) hard copies of a final report: one (1) bound hard copy and a 
digital copy in ADOBE Acrobat PDF format for the SHPO; one (1) bound and one (1) unbound hard 
copies and a digital copy in ADOBE Acrobat PDF format for SCIAA. Investigators should send all copies 
directly to the SHPO. The SHPO will distribute the appropriate copies to SCIAA. Please ensure that a 
copy of our comments letter is included in the Appendices and Attachments of the final report. Please also 
file site revisit forms with SCIAA for the additional investigations at sites 38LA0342, 38LA0352, 
38LA0356, 38LA0381, and 38LA0755. 
 
Please refer to SHPO Project Number 09-CC0051 in any future correspondence regarding this project. If 
you have any questions, please contact me at (803) 896-6181 or KSchroer@scdah.sc.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
Keely Lewis-Schroer 

Keely Lewis-Schroer 
Archaeologist 
State Historic Preservation Office 
 
 
cc: Elizabeth Johnson, SHPO 
      Scott McDaniel, OceanaGold 
      Marianna DePratter, OceanaGold 
      Robert Webb, R.S. Webb and Associates 
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October 30, 2020  
 
 
Shawn Boone 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil  
 

Re:   Haile Gold Mine  
         Archaeological Site 38LA0642, Locus 3 Research Design and Data Recovery Plan 
         Relocation of Baker Cemetery (38LA0803) 

        Lancaster County, South Carolina 
         SHPO Project No. 09-CC0051 

 
Dear Shawn Boone:   
 
Our office received an email from Marianna DePratter of OceanaGold on October 7, 2020 regarding the 
subject-referenced undertaking. We also received the draft research design, Research Design and Data 
Recovery Plan Archeological Site 38LA642, Locus 3, Haile Gold Mine, Lancaster County, South 
Carolina and the draft report, Relocation of Baker Cemetery (38LA0803) Haile Gold Mine, Lancaster 
County, South Carolina, as supporting documentation. The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is 
providing comments to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) pursuant to Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations, 36 CFR 800, as well as the 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) regarding Haile Gold Mine (P/N # SAC-1992-24122-4IA).  
 
Mitigation through data recovery and the development of a public information component is proposed for 
Locus 3 at site 38LA0642. The research design and work plan as proposed in the Research Design and 
Data Recovery Plan are sufficient to meet the requirements of the Haile Gold Mine Cultural Resources 
Management Plan. Our office accepts the hard copy of the draft research design as final. We look forward 
to reviewing the results of the data recovery investigations. 
 
The draft report provided documents the relocation and reinterment of the Baker Cemetery (38LA0803). 
Thank you for providing our office with documentation of the relocation. Our office accepts the hard 
copy of the draft report as final. Please file a site revisit form with the South Carolina Institute of 
Archaeology and Anthropology for the relocation of Baker Cemetery (38LA0803). 
 
Please refer to SHPO Project Number 09-CC0051 in any future correspondence regarding this project. If 
you have any questions, please contact me at (803) 896-6181 or KSchroer@scdah.sc.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
Keely Lewis-Schroer 

Keely Lewis-Schroer 
Archaeologist 
State Historic Preservation Office 
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cc: Elizabeth Johnson, SHPO 
      Scott McDaniel, OceanaGold 
      Marianna DePratter, OceanaGold 
      Robert Webb, R.S. Webb and Associates 
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Regulatory Division 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69 A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403

Mr. Thomas D. McCoy 
United States Department of Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
176 Croghan Spur Road, Suite 200 
Charleston, South Carolina 29407 

Dear Mr. McCoy: 

This is in reference to a request for a modification to a Department of the Army (DA) 
permit (SAC-1992-24122) submitted by Haile Gold Mine, Inc. for an expansion of the existing 
mine located at 6911 Snowy Owl Road, Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina.  (Latitude: 
34.5798° N, Longitude 80.5395° W).  The proposed expansion work consists of directly filling 
86.22 acres of wetlands and open water from expanding the existing mining operations at Haile 
Gold Mine and would also directly affect 13,124.08 linear feet of streams.  In detail, the 
proposed modification consists of increasing the mine plan area by approximately 832 acres to 
expand surface mining pits and associated facilities, initiate underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, optimize mill operations and increase ore processing rates, and improve 
water treatment and storage capabilities.  

The proposed work will occur in the upper reaches of Haile Gold Mine Creek and the 
headwater wetlands of Camp Branch which both flow into the Little Lynches River.  Based on 
information provided by the applicant for the proposed activities and the existing on-site habitat, 
on-site surveys, and coordination with your office, we have determined that the proposed action 
may affect, not likely to adversely affect any listed endangered species.  This is the same 
determination made for the original permit decision in 2014.  Therefore, we would like the 
concurrence of your office in accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 
(as amended).   

There has been an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) prepared for this project that 
was published in 2014.  The Corps is currently finalizing a supplement to that document and 
published a draft in March 2021.  A copy of the entire project design and Draft Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement can be accessed at the project web site, 
http://www.hailegoldmineseis.com/.  Should you need additional information to complete your 
review or if you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Shawn Boone at 
843-329-8158 or shawn.a.boone@usace.army.mil.

Sincerely, 

Amanda L. Heath 
Chief, Special Projects Branch 

February 2, 2022

http://www.hailegoldmineseis.com/


            United States Department of the Interior 
 
                            FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
                                         176 Croghan Spur Road, Suite 200 

                     Charleston, South Carolina 29407 
 

 
 

 

February 10, 2022 
 
 
 
LTC Andrew Johannes, District Engineer 
Department of the Army 
Charleston District, Corps of Engineers 
69 A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403 
 
 
Attn:    Mr. Shawn Boone 
 
Re:  Haile Gold Mine Expansion and Permit Modification 

Lancaster County, South Carolina 
 PN SAC-1992-24122 
        FWS Log No. 2011-CPA-0059; New ECOSHERE No. 2022-0005867 
 
Dear Colonel Johannes: 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed the mine permit modification, and the 
associated Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS), for Haile Gold Mine 
(HGM) and provide our comments below.  The facility is located approximately three miles 
northeast of Kershaw in Lancaster County, South Carolina.  These comments area submitted in 
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), and Section 7 of the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA). 
 
The proposed expansion work consists of directly filling 86.22 acres of wetlands and open water 
from expanding the existing mining operations and would also directly affect 13,124.08 linear 
feet of streams.  In detail, the proposed modification consists of increasing the mine plan area by 
approximately 832 acres to expand surface mining pits and associated facilities, initiate 
underground mining at the Horseshoe deposit, optimize mill operations and increase ore 
processing rates, and improve water treatment and storage capabilities.  The proposed work will 
occur in the upper reaches of Haile Gold Mine Creek and the headwater wetlands of Camp 
Branch which both flow into the Little Lynches River. 
 
According to your letter dated February 2, 2022, you determined that project activities may 
affect, but are not likely to adversely affect listed species.  After reviewing the information 
received, the Service concurs with this determination.  Please note that obligations under Section 
7 of the ESA must be reconsidered if: (1) new information reveals impacts of this identified 
action that may affect listed species or critical habitat in a manner not previously considered; (2) 
this action is subsequently modified in a manner, which was not considered in this assessment; or 



(3) a new species is listed or critical habitat is determined that may be affected by the identified 
action. 
 
Please contact Ms. Morgan Wolf of our staff at 843-300-0428 or by email 
Morgan_Wolf@fws.gov, if you have any questions and reference FWS Log No.                    
2011-CPA-0059/2022-0005867. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 Thomas D. McCoy 
 Field Supervisor 
 
TDM/MKW 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, CHARLESTON DISTRICT 

69 A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON SC 29403-5107 

 

 
Regulatory Division 
  
 
Elizabeth Johnson 
State Historic Preservation Office 
8301 Parklane Road 
Columbia, South Carolina 29223 
EJohnson@scdah.sc.gov  
  
Dear Ms. Johnson: 
 

This letter is regarding an application for a modification to a Department of the Army 
(DA) permit (SAC-1992-24122) submitted by Haile Gold Mine, Inc. (the Applicant) to 
expand existing mining operations in Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina.  
 
 Enclosed, please find the final Amendment to the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA 
Amendment) prepared pursuant to 33 CFR part 325, Appendix C and 36 CFR part 800 
by the Corps as mitigation for the adverse effects of the undertaking on historic 
properties. The Corps is requesting your review of this MOA Amendment. If you are in 
agreement with the terms and conditions, please sign the signature page provided. After 
signature, please return the signature page to the Corps. An executed copy of the MOA 
Amendment with all signatures will be filed with the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation and sent to all consulting parties for their records. 
 

In all future correspondence concerning this matter, please refer to our file number 
SAC-1992-24122. If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact 
Shawn Boone, Project Manager, at (843) 329-8158 or Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
or Keely Lewis-Schroer, Regulatory Archaeologist, at (803) 806-9112 or Keely.B.Lewis-
Schroer@usace.army.mil.  
 
 
 
FOR THE DISTRICT ENGINEER,  Sincerely, 
 
 
 
       
       Travis G. Hughes 
       Chief, Regulatory Division  
 
 
 
 

mailto:EJohnson@scdah.sc.gov
mailto:Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil
mailto:Keely.B.Lewis-Schroer@usace.army.mil
mailto:Keely.B.Lewis-Schroer@usace.army.mil
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Enclosures 
 
SAC-1992-24122 MOA Amendment  
Signature Page  
 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, CHARLESTON DISTRICT 

69 A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON SC 29403-5107 

 

 
Regulatory Division 
  
 
David Londono 
Haile Gold Mine, Inc. 
6911 Snowy Owl Road 
PO Box 128 
Kershaw, South Carolina 29067 
david.londono@oceanagold.com   
  
Dear Mr. Londono: 
   

This letter is regarding an application for a modification to a Department of the Army 
(DA) permit (SAC-1992-24122) submitted by Haile Gold Mine, Inc. (the Applicant) to 
expand existing mining operations in Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina.  
 
 Enclosed, please find the final Amendment to the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA 
Amendment) prepared pursuant to 33 CFR part 325, Appendix C and 36 CFR part 800 
by the Corps as mitigation for the adverse effects of the undertaking on historic 
properties. The Corps is requesting your review of this MOA Amendment. If you are in 
agreement with the terms and conditions, please sign the signature page provided. After 
signature, please return the signature page to the Corps. An executed copy of the MOA 
Amendment with all signatures will be filed with the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation and sent to all consulting parties for their records. 
 

In all future correspondence concerning this matter, please refer to our file number 
SAC-1992-24122. If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact 
Shawn Boone, Project Manager, at (843) 329-8158 or Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
or Keely Lewis-Schroer, Regulatory Archaeologist, at (803) 806-9112 or Keely.B.Lewis-
Schroer@usace.army.mil.  
 
 
FOR THE DISTRICT ENGINEER,  Sincerely, 
 
 
 
       
       Travis G. Hughes 
       Chief, Regulatory Division  
 
 
 
 

mailto:david.londono@oceanagold.com
mailto:Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil
mailto:Keely.B.Lewis-Schroer@usace.army.mil
mailto:Keely.B.Lewis-Schroer@usace.army.mil
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Enclosures 
 
SAC-1992-24122 Memorandum of Agreement 
Signature Page  



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, CHARLESTON DISTRICT 

69 A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON SC 29403-5107 

 
 
 

June 10, 2022 
 
Regulatory Division 
 
 
Emily Choi 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Office of Federal Agency Programs  
401 F Street NW, Suite 308 
Washington, DC 20001-2637  
echoi@achp.gov  
 
Dear Ms. Choi: 
   

Pursuant to 36 CFR Part 800.6(b)(1)(iv), please find enclosed the executed Amendment to 
the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for a modification to Department of the Army permit 
(SAC-1992-24122) for the Haile Gold Mine (the undertaking) (ACHP Project Number 17874). 
Furthermore, pursuant to 36 CFR 800.6(c), the filing of the MOA for this undertaking evidences 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District’s compliance with Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act.   

 
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me at (843) 329-8158 or by 

email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or Keely Lewis-Schroer, Corps Archaeologist, at 
(803) 806-9112 or by email at Keely.B.Lewis-Schroer@usace.army.mil.  

        
 

      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      Shawn Boone 
      Project Manager 
  
 
Enclosures 
e106 Form 
Memorandum of Agreement, 9 June 2022 
 
cc: 
Dr. John Eddins, ACHP 
Elizabeth Johnson, SC State Historic Preservation Office 
David Londono, Haile Gold Mine, Inc.  
Wenonah Haire, Catawba Indian Nation Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
 
 
 

mailto:echoi@achp.gov
mailto:Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil
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