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Chapter 1 
Introduction 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires full disclosure of potential environmental 
effects of a proposed project and open public participation throughout the decision-making process. 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Charleston District, is preparing a Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) for the proposed expansion of the existing and operating 
Haile Gold Mine, located in Lancaster County, South Carolina, approximately 3 miles northeast of the 
town of Kershaw.  

This scoping report contains a brief description of the Haile 2018 Mine Expansion Plan (proposed 
project), an overview of the public scoping process, and the comments received during the scoping 
period. The formal scoping comment period for the proposed project began with the publication of 
the Notice of Intent (NOI) in the Federal Register on December 4, 2018, and ended on May 31, 2019. 
Appendix A, Notice of Intent to Prepare a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement for the 
Haile Gold Mine Project in Lancaster County, South Carolina, contains a copy of the NOI and Appendix 
G, Copies of Comments Received during the National Environmental Quality Act Scoping Period for the 
Haile Gold Mine Expansion Supplemental EIS, contains oral and written comments from the public. 
Oral comments were recorded by a court reporter during the public scoping meeting, and written 
comments were received via U.S. mail, email, and through the project website 
(www.hailegoldmineseis.com).  

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine near Kershaw, 
South Carolina. The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and associated 
mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the Horseshoe 
deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related infrastructure 
including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings storage facility. The Haile 
Gold Mine Site would be expanded by approximately 832 acres from 4,552 acres to encompass a 
total of 5,484 acres, of which approximately 3,863 acres would be disturbed. The proposed project 
would impact wetlands and waters of the U.S. under jurisdiction of USACE. Proposed mining 
activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on areas affected by past mining activities 
and additional land purchased by Haile Gold Mine, Inc. (Haile or the Applicant) to support proposed 
mining expansion activities.  

1.1 Purpose of Scoping 
Under NEPA, federal agencies are mandated to consider environmental impacts for all federal 
agency decision making. NEPA requires federal agencies to cooperate with other agencies including 
state and local governments, and to involve public stakeholders and the local community in projects 
that receive federal funding or require federal permits. NEPA created the Council on Environmental 
Quality (CEQ), which publishes NEPA regulations. CEQ regulations at 40 Code of Federal Regulations 
Section 1501.7 require an early and open process for determining the scope of issues to be 
addressed, intending to identify significant and nonsignificant issues related to the proposed action 
(i.e., scoping).  
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All interested parties in regards to the proposed action—including federal, state, and local agencies; 
appropriate federally recognized Native American tribes; interested stakeholders; and minority, 
low-income, or disadvantaged populations—are urged to participate in the NEPA environmental 
analysis process. Public participation opportunities are guided by CEQ regulations that include, at a 
minimum, an NOI, a scoping process, a minimum 45-day public review of the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS), a public meeting on the Draft EIS, and a minimum 30-day public review of 
the Final EIS.  

Throughout the public scoping process for the proposed project, individuals can obtain information 
on the status and progress of the Haile Gold Mine SEIS by visiting the project website or contacting 
Shawn Boone, Project Manager, by telephone: (843) 329-8158 or toll free 1–866–329–8187; or by 
mail: Charleston District Corps of Engineers, 69-A Hagood Avenue, Charleston, SC 29403.  

 



 

Haile Gold Mine 
Scoping Report 2-1 July 2019 

 

Chapter 2 
Scoping Process Summary 

NEPA requires an early and open process for determining the scope of the issues to be addressed as part 
of preparation of the SEIS. During this scoping process, the relevant agency will solicit public input. The 
USACE conducted a public scoping meeting on April 18, 2019, at the Andrew Jackson High School in 
Kershaw, South Carolina, to (1) help identify significant issues and data gaps associated with the 
proposed project; and (2) assist in identifying other potential alternatives in analyzing the potential 
impacts. The USACE will use information gathered during the scoping process and additional 
information to develop a reasonable range of alternatives for meeting the Project purpose, for designing 
its environmental analysis, and to address all potentially significant environmental effects.  

The overall NEPA scoping process for the SEIS consisted of the following actions.  

 Publishing the NOI to prepare an SEIS for expansion of the Haile Gold Mine in the Federal 
Register, including an announcement for the public scoping meeting. 

 Distributing a public notice announcing the public scoping meeting and its time and location to 
newspapers, stakeholders, and other interested parties. 

 Developing a public website by which project information, contact information for public 
comments, and scoping feedback could be exchanged with the public. 

 Utilizing an updated comprehensive mailing list from the 2014 Final Environmental Impact 
Statement for the Haile Gold Mine Project (2014 FEIS) (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston 
District 2014) to maximize the distribution of scoping information to the local community. 

 Sending consultation letters by mail to agencies and tribes including invitations to participate in 
the scoping process and scoping meetings, and invitations to become cooperating agencies (see 
Section 2.3, Government-to-Government Consultation, in this scoping report for further details on 
cooperating agencies). 

 Holding a public scoping meeting to inform the local community and other interested parties 
about the proposed action and to solicit oral and written comments on the issues that should be 
addressed in the SEIS. 

 Reviewing and categorizing oral and written comments to be evaluated in the Draft SEIS. 

 Preparing this scoping report. 

2.1 Public Notices and Distribution of Notices 
The scoping process was initiated on December 4, 2018, when the NOI to prepare a Draft SEIS for 
expansion of the existing, operating Haile Gold Mine was published in the Federal Register. The NOI 
provided a description of the proposed project, further information on the scoping and public 
involvement process, potentially significant environmental issues, additional review and 
consultation to be incorporated into the preparation of the Draft SEIS, and an estimated timeframe 
for the availability of the Draft SEIS. The NOI included the project website and provided point of 
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contact information at USACE to encourage public involvement and solicit comments regarding the 
proposed action. The public scoping meeting date had not been scheduled at the time of publication 
of the NOI.  

A postcard with the scoping meeting information was sent by mail to all interested parties 
previously identified in the 2014 FEIS. A copy of the scoping meeting postcard notice is provided in 
Appendix B, Public Scoping Meeting Notice. 

During the public scoping period, USACE provided the public with a variety of methods with which 
to comment on the proposed action and issues relevant to the proposed project. 

 Orally and in writing at the public scoping meeting. 

 Via e-mail to Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

 Via email to USACE through the project website at www.hailegoldmineseis.com. 

 Via mail to Mr. Shawn Boone, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 69A Hagood Avenue, Charleston, SC 
29403. 

As other interested parties are identified, they will be added to the mailing list, which will be 
updated continuously throughout development and finalization of the SEIS. Anyone requesting 
information regarding the SEIS will be added to the mailing list, unless otherwise requested. 
Individuals who attended the public scoping meeting were added to the list. 

2.2 Advertisement of Public Meeting in Newspapers 
To notify the public, USACE posted advertisements in local newspapers prior to the scoping meeting. 
Advertisements were submitted to The State Newspaper, The Kershaw News-Era, The Lancaster 
News, and The Camden Chronical Independent. A copy of the scoping meeting newspaper 
advertisement is provided in Appendix B, Public Scoping Meeting Notice. 

2.3 Government-to-Government Consultation 
The USACE is the lead federal agency for preparation of this SEIS. Two agencies (the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and the South Carolina Department of Health and 
Environmental Control (DHEC) formally elected to be cooperating agencies under NEPA. 

USACE sent an email invitation on April 3, 2019 to representatives from state and federal agencies 
including USEPA, DHEC, South Carolina Department of Natural Resources, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), and State Historic Preservation 
Office.  The following Native American tribes were given a project map and questionnaire and 
invited to the agency scoping meeting by email on April 8, 2019: Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of Indians 
of Oklahoma, Alabama-Quassarte Tribal Town, Catawba Indian Nation, Cherokee Nation, Chickasaw 
Nation, Delaware Tribe of Indians, Eastern Band of the Cherokee Indians, Eastern Shawnee Tribe of 
Oklahoma, Kialegee Tribal Town, Poarch Band of Creek Indians, Shawnee Tribe, Thlopthlocco Tribal 
Town, and United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma. All invited attendees except 
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for NOAA and Native American tribes attended an agency scoping meeting hosted by USACE on April 
18, 2019 at 1:00 p.m. at the Kershaw Depot.  Also in attendance was OceanaGold, who gave a brief 
presentation and the third-party contractor responsible for conducting the environmental analysis 
for USACE, ICF. The purpose of the meeting was to provide additional information and solicit the 
views of interested agencies regarding the potential effects of the proposed project, to identify 
additional information needs, and to facilitate the process of information sharing. A copy of the 
email invitation to state and federal agencies, as well as the letters sent to Native American tribes 
are provided in Appendix I, Agency Scoping Meeting Invitations and Notes for the National 
Environmental Policy Act Scoping Period for the Haile Gold Mine Expansion Supplemental EIS. 

2.4 Public Scoping Meeting 
A public scoping meeting was held in Lancaster County on April 18, 2019, in the auditorium at the 
Andrew Jackson High School in Kershaw, South Carolina. This venue was chosen based on its central 
location in the community on the border of Lancaster and Kershaw counties, its accessibility off of 
Highway 521, and its ability to accommodate a large group of people.  

The meeting began with an informal open house from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. The open house 
allowed attendees time to sign in and browse information displays on the SEIS process and the 
proposed project provided by USACE. USACE staff members were available to answer questions. 
Information stations with displays and handouts were available for viewing. Copies of these displays 
are provided in Appendix C, Scoping Meeting Displays and copies of meeting handouts are provided 
in Appendix D, Copies of Scoping Meeting Handouts. Subject matter experts from USACE and the 
third-party contractor were present at the stations to provide information about the proposed 
project to meeting attendees and to solicit comments from them. The stations presented information 
on the project description, potential environmental study areas, the NEPA process, Proposed Action 
and No Action maps, and how to submit comments. Additionally, a welcome check-in table was 
available to provide information and to accept written comments. A court reporter recorded all oral 
comments. Comment forms were available at several locations for the attendees to fill out and place 
in a comment form repository box.  

Mr. Shawn Boone, USACE Project Manager, opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. and described the 
proposed project, the EIS process, a general EIS timeline, and the opportunities for public 
involvement and comment provided during the EIS process. Mr. Jeremy Eddy, South Carolina 
Department of Health and Environmental Control Project Manager, introduced himself and his 
review and coordination role for the proposed project. Following the presentation, members of the 
public were invited to make oral comments in the presence of a court reporter. A total of 10 people 
made oral comments. The public was also encouraged to submit written comments on the proposed 
project. According to the sign-in sheet, 97 people attended the public scoping meeting (Appendix E, 
Public Scoping Meeting Attendees), and 10 provided comments (all oral comments). The total 
attendance was estimated at over 100 people, as some of the people in attendance did not sign in 
and thus could not be accurately counted.  
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2.5 Public Comments 
The scoping comment period for the proposed project began on December 4, 2018, and closed on 
May 31, 2019. Written comments were accepted in person at the public scoping meeting, via email 
from a link on the project website, and by U.S. mail, email, and fax.  

A transcript of the public scoping meeting can be found in Appendix F, Transcript of Public Scoping 
Meeting. Copies of letters and emails received from agencies, individuals, and non-governmental 
organizations are included in Appendix G, Copies of Comments Received during the National 
Environmental Quality Act Scoping Period for the Haile Gold Mine Expansion Supplemental EIS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Haile Gold Mine 
Scoping Report 3-1 July 2019 

 

Chapter 3 
Comment Analysis 

Comments during the public scoping period were received as follows: 10 individuals commented at 
the public scoping meeting, 5 individuals provided comments electronically, and 8 letters were 
received by U.S. mail from community members and organizations. 

Comments received after the scoping period will be considered and addressed in the Draft SEIS. 

3.1 Review and Organization of the Scoping 
Comments 

USACE reviewed all 23 scoping comments received. Comment topics include concerns and general 
support related to community involvement/engagement, socioeconomics, surface water and 
groundwater quality and supply, noise, visual, traffic, human health, emergency procedures and 
safety, post-closure and reclamation, and general support of the project. As previously stated, copies 
of all comments can be found in Appendix G, Copies of Comments Received during the National 
Environmental Quality Act Scoping Period for the Haile Gold Mine Expansion Supplemental EIS and 
summarized by issue in Appendix H, Summary of Comments Received during the National 
Environmental Policy Act Scoping Period for the Haile Gold Mine Expansion Supplemental EIS. Many of 
the oral comments and individual letters addressed more than one topic. 

3.2 Overview of Comments Received 
Seventeen of the 23 scoping comments received were in general support of the proposed project, 
citing the socioeconomic benefit that the mine has had on the local community. The following 
sections highlight the topics that received the most comments, including statements of support and 
areas of concern.  

3.2.1 Water Quality 
A few concerns were expressed about potential impacts on water including shallow and deep water 
aquifers, surface water, and well levels. Most of these comments addressed alteration of the local 
groundwater levels, lowering of groundwater levels, potential contamination of surface and 
groundwater, and the related effects on drinking water wells and water supplies. 

Concerns about Cyanide Creek and streams near homes located close to the mine were expressed, 
including whether the water is safe for cattle and the general community. One commenter expressed 
concerns due to having limited information from the Applicant about how much water the mine is 
using daily and how it is affecting local well levels. 
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3.2.2 Noise 
Concerns about noise were expressed by a couple of residents who live within 1 mile of the mine. 
Both of the comments were similar in their concerns about loud noises coming from the mine during 
all hours of the night. One comment mentioned that noise from the mine actually shakes their home 
in the evenings.  

3.2.3 Socioeconomics 
A total of 17 comments supported the proposed project and praised the Applicant for its creation of 
local jobs and its excellence in community involvement and engagement. Commenters stated that 
the local and regional economy has benefited from the reopening of the mine and many comments 
pointed out the positive effects that the mine has had on reviving the economy, including the 
Applicant’s support for county schools and organizations. Several comments mentioned that the 
reopening of the mine has brought new life to the local community and that the Applicant maintains 
transparency with the community and has an “open-door policy,” frequently allowing citizens, 
including school groups and scout groups, to tour the mine and discuss any issues or concerns they 
may have about the mine and its operations. 

3.2.4 Safety 
Many comments praised the Applicant for its safety record at the mine, including two commenters 
who work at the mine. Some individuals at the public scoping meeting expressed general concerns 
about safety in the community and nearby emergency response if there were a disaster at the mine 
such as a hazardous gas leak or spill.  

3.2.5 Other Comments 
The majority of the comments received were in support of the proposed project and praised the 
Applicant for its community involvement and positive impact on the local economy. Other 
comments concerning items such as post-closure of the mine, mine reclamation, visual and air 
quality, and general transparency concerns with the Applicant can be found in Appendix G, Copies of 
Comments Received during the National Environmental Quality Act Scoping Period for the Haile Gold 
Mine Expansion Supplemental EIS.  

3.3 Recommendations for the SEIS 
All comments received during the comment period for the NEPA scoping period will be considered 
during preparation of the Draft SEIS. Recommendations for the SEIS include comprehensively 
addressing the issues presented, providing for an open and inclusive public involvement process, 
and providing transparency to the community regarding the specifics of the proposed project. 
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Chapter 4 
Future Public Involvement 

Throughout the development of the SEIS, there will be additional opportunities for public 
involvement and comment. There is a minimum 45-day public review of the Draft SEIS, a public 
meeting on the Draft SEIS, and a minimum 30-day public review of the Final SEIS required by CEQ 
regulations. USACE also plans on opportunities for public awareness, involvement, and participation 
including website updates and formal and informal meetings with interested members of the public, 
community groups, and individuals as requested.  

Updated information will be posted on the project website (www.hailegoldmineseis.com). Agencies 
and the public will be notified when the Draft SEIS is available for review and comment. USACE will 
host a public hearing to gather comments on the Draft SEIS. 
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Chapter 5 
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Electronic Submissions: Submit 
electronic comments to the Federal 
eRulemaking Portal at: http:// 
www.regulations.gov. Follow the 
instructions for submitting comments. 
The CPSC does not accept comments 
submitted by electronic mail (email), 
except through www.regulations.gov. 
The CPSC encourages you to submit 
electronic comments by using the 
Federal eRulemaking Portal, as 
described above. 

Written Submissions: Submit written 
submissions by mail/hand delivery/ 
courier to: Division of the Secretariat, 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, 
Room 820, 4330 East-West Highway, 
Bethesda, MD 20814; telephone (301) 
504–7923. 

Instructions: All submissions received 
must include the agency name and 
docket number for this notice. All 
comments received may be posted 
without change, including any personal 
identifiers, contact information, or other 
personal information provided, to: 
http://www.regulations.gov. Do not 
submit confidential business 
information, trade secret information, or 
other sensitive or protected information 
that you do not want to be available to 
the public. If furnished at all, such 
information should be submitted in 
writing. 

Docket: For access to the docket to 
read background documents or 
comments received, go to: http:// 
www.regulations.gov, and insert the 
docket number CPSC–2011–0074, into 
the ‘‘Search’’ box, and follow the 
prompts. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Caroleene Paul, Directorate for 
Engineering Sciences, U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission, 5 Research 
Place, Rockville, MD 20850; telephone: 
301–987–2225; email: cpaul@cpsc.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On May 

analyze and seek public comment on 
the Table Saw Study started in January 
2017, based on the most appropriate 
time period that will generate 
information to determine a national 
estimate from NEISS incidents. Results 
will be published in the Federal 
Register for notice and comment as part 
of the docket for this rulemaking.’’ 

CPSC staff has completed the report 
titled, Table Saw Blade-Contact Injuries 
Special Study Report, 2017. The report 
is available on the CPSC’s website at: 
https://www.cpsc.gov/Newsroom/FOIA/ 
ReportList?field_nfr_type_ 
value=commission, and in http:// 
www.regulations.gov, under Supporting 
and Related Materials, docket number 
CPSC–2011–0074, and from the CPSC’s 
Division of the Secretariat, at the 
location listed in the ADDRESSES section 
of this notice. 

The CPSC invites comments on the 
report. Comments should be submitted 
by February 4, 2019. Information on 
how to submit comments can be found 
in the ADDRESSES section of this notice. 

Abioye Mosheim, 
Acting Secretary, Consumer Product Safety 
Commission. 
[FR Doc. 2018–26260 Filed 12–3–18; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6355–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Department of the Army, Corps of 
Engineers 

Intent To Prepare a Draft Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement 
(DSEIS) for the Haile Gold Mine in 
Lancaster County, South Carolina 

AGENCY: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
DoD. 
ACTION: Notice of intent. 

once the date and location for the 
scoping meeting has been determined. 
ADDRESSES: Mr. Shawn Boone, Project 
Manager, Charleston District, Regulatory 
Division, 69–A Hagood Avenue, 
Charleston, SC 29403. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
further information and/or questions 
about the proposed mine expansion 
project and DSEIS, please contact Mr. 
Shawn Boone, Project Manager, by 
telephone: 843–329–8158, or toll-free 1– 
866–329–8187, or by mail: 
shawn.a.boone@usace.army.mil. For 
inquiries from the media, please contact 
the Corps, Charleston District Corporate 
Communications Officer (CCO), Ms. 
Glenn Jeffries by telephone: (843) 329– 
8123. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Corps 
is evaluating a proposal from 
OceanaGold for the expanded 
development of the Haile Gold Mine in 
accordance with Corps regulations and 
the policies and procedures that are 
established in the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 
Based on the available information, the 
Corps has determined that the 
expansion of the mine has the potential 
to significantly affect the quality of the 
human environment and therefore 
warrant the preparation of a 
Supplemental EIS. Additional 
information about the proposed project 
and the NEPA process is available on 
the project website at: www. 
hailegoldmineseis.com. 

1. Description of Proposed Project. 
The Haile Gold Mine expansion plan 
(the proposed Project) includes the ore 
mining and processing operations that 
would recover gold and silver by 
excavating pits and underground 
deposits, storing excavated soils and 
overburden, processing the ore, 
managing surface water and ground 
water during operations, reclaiming the 
site at the end of operations, and 
monitoring site conditions post-mining. 
The site of the Project is currently an 
operating mine which was the subject of 
an Environmental Impact Statement 
published in 2014. 

2. Alternatives. A range of alternatives 
to the proposed action will be 
identified, and those found to be 
reasonable alternatives will be fully 
evaluated in the DSEIS, including: The 
no-action alternative, the applicant’s 
proposed alternative, alternative site 
configurations, alternatives that may 
result in avoidance and minimization of 
impacts, and mitigation measures not in 
the proposed action. However, this list 
is not exclusive and additional 
alternatives may be considered for 
inclusion. 

12, 2017, the CPSC published in the 
Federal Register a notice of proposed 
rulemaking (NPR) on a safety standard 
for table saw blade-contact injuries. 82 
FR 22190. In January 2017, staff began 
collecting additional information on 
incident data identified in the National 
Electronic Injury Surveillance System 
(NEISS) for table saws to: (1) Obtain 
information regarding the type of table 
saws involved in the cases to generate 
national estimates by saw type and 
estimated risk of injury associated with 
each table saw type; (2) gain information 
regarding the type and usage pattern of 
the blade guard; and (3) collect 
additional injury and incident data. 

On April 27, 2017, the Commission 
held a decisional hearing on the NPR. 
The Commission directed ‘‘staff to 

SUMMARY: The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Charleston District intends to 
prepare a Draft Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement 
(DSEIS) to assess the likely social, 
economic and environmental effects of 
the proposed expansion of an existing 
gold mine with the potential to impact 
Waters of the United States near 
Kershaw in Lancaster County, South 
Carolina. The DSEIS will assess 
potential effects of a range of 
alternatives. 

DATES: Public Scoping Meeting: A public 
scoping meeting has not been 
scheduled; however, a local public 
notice will be issued by the Charleston 
District, and a meeting announcement 
will be published in local newspapers 

http:hailegoldmineseis.com
mailto:shawn.a.boone@usace.army.mil
http:www.regulations.gov
https://www.cpsc.gov/Newsroom/FOIA
mailto:cpaul@cpsc.gov
http:www.regulations.gov
http:http://www.regulations.gov
http:www.regulations.gov
http:www.regulations.gov
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3. Scoping and Public Involvement 
Process. A scoping meeting will be 
conducted to gather information on the 
scope of the project and alternatives to 
be addressed in the DSEIS. Individuals 
and organizations that are interested in 
the proposed mine expansion or whose 
interests may be affected by the 
proposed work are encouraged to attend 
the scoping meeting to submit oral and/ 
or written comments to the Charleston 
District. Additional public and agency 
involvement will be sought through the 
implementation of a public involvement 
plan and through an agency 
coordination team. 

4. Significant Issues. Issues associated 
with the proposed project to be given 
detailed analysis in the DSEIS are likely 
to include, but are not necessarily 
limited to, the potential impacts of the 
proposed development on surface and 
groundwater quality, aquatic habitat and 
biota, wetlands and stream habitats, 
federal and state listed species of 
concern, indirect and cumulative 
impacts, threatened and endangered 
species, environmental justice, 
mitigation, emergency response and 
contingency plans, noise, conservation, 
economics, cultural resources, 
aesthetics, general environmental 
concerns, historic properties, fish and 
wildlife values, flood hazards, land use, 
recreation, water supply and 
conservation, water quality, energy 
needs, safety, the transportation 
network, and in general, the needs and 
welfare of the people. 

5. Additional Review and 
Consultation. Additional review and 
consultation, which will be 
incorporated into the preparation of this 
DSEIS, will include, but will not 
necessarily be limited to, Section 401 of 
Clean Water Act; the National 
Environmental Policy Act; the 
Endangered Species Act; and the 
National Historic Preservation Act. 

6. Availability of the Draft 
Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement. The DSEIS is anticipated to 
be available in early 2020. A Public 
Hearing will be conducted following the 
release of the DSEIS. 

Jeffrey S. Palazzini, 
Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Charleston District. 
[FR Doc. 2018–26341 Filed 12–3–18; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3720–58–P 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

2018–2019 Award Year Deadline Dates 
for Reports and Other Records 
Associated With the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), the 
Federal Supplemental Educational 
Opportunity Grant Program (FSEOG), 
the Federal Work-Study (FWS) 
Programs, the Federal Pell Grant (Pell 
Grant) Program, the William D. Ford 
Federal Direct Loan (Direct Loan) 
Program, the Teacher Education 
Assistance for College and Higher 
Education (TEACH) Grant Program, 
and the Iraq and Afghanistan Service 
Grant Program 

AGENCY: Federal Student Aid, 
Department of Education. 
ACTION: Notice. 

Catalog of Federal Domestic 
Assistance (CFDA) Numbers: 84.007 
FSEOG Program; 84.033 FWS Program; 
84.063 Pell Grant Program; 84.268 
Direct Loan Program; 84.379 TEACH 
Grant Program; 84.408 Iraq and 
Afghanistan Service Grant Program. 
SUMMARY: The Secretary announces 
deadline dates for the receipt of 
documents and other information from 
applicants and institutions participating 
in certain Federal student aid programs 
authorized under title IV of the Higher 
Education Act of 1965, as amended 
(HEA), for the 2018–2019 award year. 
These programs, administered by the 
U.S. Department of Education 
(Department), provide financial 
assistance to students attending eligible 
postsecondary educational institutions 
to help them pay their educational 
costs. 

The Federal student aid programs 
(title IV, HEA programs) covered by this 
deadline date notice are the Pell Grant, 
Direct Loan, TEACH Grant, Iraq and 
Afghanistan Service Grant, and campus- 
based (FSEOG and FWS) programs. 
DATES: 

Deadline and Submission Dates: See 
Tables A and B at the end of this notice. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Bruce Hughes, U.S. Department of 
Education, Federal Student Aid, 830 
First Street NE, Union Center Plaza, 
11th Floor, Washington, DC 20202– 
5345. Telephone: (202) 377–3882. 
Email: Bruce.Hughes@ed.gov. 

If you use a telecommunications 
device for the deaf (TDD) or a text 
telephone (TTY), call the Federal Relay 
Service, toll free, at 1–800–877–8339. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Table A—2018–2019 Award Year 
Deadline Dates by Which a Student 
Must Submit the FAFSA, by Which the 

Institution Must Receive the Student’s 
Institutional Student Information 
Record (ISIR) or Student Aid Report 
(SAR), and by Which the Institution 
Must Submit Verification Outcomes for 
Certain Students. 

Table A provides information and 
deadline dates for receipt of the FAFSA, 
corrections to and signatures for the 
FAFSA, ISIRs, and SARs, and 
verification documents. 

The deadline date for the receipt of a 
FAFSA by the Department’s Central 
Processing System is June 30, 2019, 
regardless of the method that the 
applicant uses to submit the FAFSA. 
The deadline date for the receipt of a 
signature page for the FAFSA (if 
required), corrections, notices of change 
of address or institution, or requests for 
a duplicate SAR is September 14, 2019. 

For all title IV, HEA programs, an ISIR 
or SAR for the student must be received 
by the institution no later than the 
student’s last date of enrollment for the 
2018–2019 award year or September 21, 
2019, whichever is earlier. Note that a 
FAFSA must be submitted and an ISIR 
or SAR received for the dependent 
student for whom a parent is applying 
for a Direct PLUS Loan. 

Except for students selected for 
Verification Tracking Groups V4 and 
V5, verification documents must be 
received by the institution no later than 
120 days after the student’s last date of 
enrollment for the 2018–2019 award 
year or September 21, 2019, whichever 
is earlier. For students selected for 
Verification Tracking Groups V4 and 
V5, institutions must submit identity 
and high school completion status 
verification results no later than 60 days 
following the institution’s first request 
to the student to submit the 
documentation. 

For all title IV, HEA programs except 
for (1) Direct PLUS Loans that will be 
made to parent borrowers, and (2) Direct 
Unsubsidized Loans that will be made 
to dependent students who have been 
determined by the institution, pursuant 
to section 479A(a) of the HEA, to be 
eligible for such a loan without 
providing parental information on the 
FAFSA, the ISIR or SAR must have an 
official expected family contribution 
(EFC) and the ISIR or SAR must be 
received by the institution no later than 
the earlier of the student’s last date of 
enrollment for the 2018–2019 award 
year or September 21, 2019. For the two 
exceptions mentioned above, the ISIR or 
SAR must be received by the institution 
by the same dates noted in the 
paragraph but the ISIR or SAR is not 
required to have an official EFC. 

For a student who is requesting aid 
through the Pell Grant, FSEOG, or FWS 

mailto:Bruce.Hughes@ed.gov
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 Scoping Report 
SEIS Haile Gold Mine - Appendices 

 

  

 
B. 1 Newspaper Notices 
A public notice was published in The Lancaster News on April 7 and 12; published in The Kershaw News 
Era on April 10 and 17; published in The Camden Chronical Independent on April 9 and 12; and in The 
State on April 7 and 12, and online for seven days before the meeting. 
 

 
 

B. 1 Stakeholder Postcard 
Post cards were mailed on April 5, 2019 to stakeholders identified during the public involvement 
process during the previous EIS.  
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SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

Welcome to the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' 

· Haile Gold Mine · 
Supplemental Environmental 

Impact Statement 
Scoping Meeting 
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::E:: HAILE GOLD MINE 
8UPPI..EIBl!al.. BMIIOtNENTAL IIM'ACTSTJmNENT 

Please Sign In Here 



US Army Corpe 
or Engineers e 
Ctiarleston Osetrict HAILE GOLD MINE 

SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

Project Description 

The proposed project is to expand mining 
operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine near 
Kershaw, South Carolina. The proposed project 
would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage 
facilities, initiation of underground mining at 
the Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore 
processing through optimization of the mill and 
related infrastructure including expansion of the 
water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. The Haile Gold Mine Site would be 
expanded by approximately 832 acres from 4,552 
to encompass a total of 5,384 acres, of which 
approximately 3,863 acres would be disturbed. 
Proposed mining activities in the expanded 
proposed project would focus on areas affected 
by past mining activities and additional land 
purchased by Haile to support proposed mining 
expansion activities. 

1-• --1 



US Army Corpe 
or Engineers e 
Ctiarleston Osetrict HAILE GOLD MINE 

SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

Potential Environmental Study Areas 
Associated with the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement 

• Geology 

• Water Resources 

• Soils 

• Floodplains 

• Wetlands and Other Waters of the United States 

• Aquatic Resources 

• Terrestrial Resources 

• Federally Listed Species 

• Socioeconomics and Environmental Justice 

• Land Use 
• Air Quality and Climate Change 

• Noise and Vibration 

• Visual Resources and Aesthetics 

• Transportation 

• Recreation 

• Public Health and Safety 

• HazMat and Waste 

• Cultural Resources 
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US Army Corpe 
or Engineers e 
Ctiarleston Osetrict HAILE GOLD MINE 

SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

Haile Gold Mine SEIS Process Flowchart 

Publlc Hearing and Draft SEIS Comment Pertod 

Finalize Studies, Attemative Analysis and Mitigation Plan 

Flnal SEIS 

Pennit Decision 
Record of Decision (ROD) 
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US Army Corpe 
or Engineers e 
Ctiarleston Osetrict HAILE GOLD MINE 

SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

How to Get Involved 

• Add your name and contact information to the sign 

in sheet at the registration table to receive project 

notifications. 

• To give an oral comment during this meeting, fill out the 

sign in sheet at the registration table and indicate "Yes" 
you would like to make a statement at this meeting. 

• Write a comment on the provided comment forms. 

• Submit a comment online at www.hailegoldmineseis.com. 

• Email the project team directly at HGM_AR@ICF.COM 

with comments. 

• Mail comments to: 

Mr. Shawn Boone, Project Manager 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District 

Regulatory Division 

69-A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403 

1-• --1 
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US Army Corpe 
or Engineers e 
Ctiarleston Osetrict HAILE GOLD MINE 

SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

L.9gend 
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Scuce; Ocalr. Oold 2014 

0 o 0.26 0.5 Figura 2.1 
No Action Altarnatlva N 1:40,000 

Mb 

(Existing/Authorized Facilities) 
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or Engineers e 
Ctiarleston Osetrict HAILE GOLD MINE 

SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

Legend 

c::J Prqa:t Baunday (2018) D Eldlllngl.Authallmd Facllltlee 
~ EllCludlldPIRlllll - ~ New Facllllll 

- Rem°"91 frDm Authartzed F8Cllltle8 

Soun:a: Ollarm Gold 201B 

n D 0.25 0.5 Figure 2.2 
~••ii.a Proposed Action Moclflcatlona 1:40.000 N 
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SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

Legend 
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Haile Gold Mine SEIS Process Flowchart 
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SUPPLEMENTAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

Finalize Studies, Alternative Analysis and Mitigation Plan 

Final SEIS 

~ U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Charleston District US Army Corps 

of Engineers® 69-A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston District Charleston, SC 29403 

www.hailegoldmineseis.com 

~ 

http:www.hailegoldmineseis.com
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HAILE GOLD MINE SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

Project Background 
Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold 
Corporation, has submitted a proposal to the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) 
to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile 
Gold Mine) in the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. 
The Corps is required to comply with the requirements 
of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 
Based on available information, the Corps determined 
the construction and operation of the proposed 
change to the development of the Haile Gold Mine 
has the potential to significantly affect the quality of 
the human environment and warrants the preparation 
of a supplement to the prior NEPA Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) completed for this project. 
The Corps will serve as the lead federal agency for the 
Supplemental EIS. * 

Project Description 
The proposed project is to expand mining operations 
at the existing Haile Gold Mine near Kershaw, South 
Carolina. The proposed project would include expansion 
of surface mining and associated mine pits and 
overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground 
mining at the Horseshoe deposit, and increased 
ore processing through optimization of the mill and 
related infrastructure including expansion of the water 
management system and existing tailings storage 
facility. The Haile Gold Mine Site would be expanded by 
approximately 832 acres from 4,552 acres to encompass 
a total of 5,384 acres, of which approximately 3,863 
acres would be disturbed. Proposed mining activities 
in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional 
land purchased by Haile to support proposed mining 
expansion activities. 

Public Involvement 
The Corps invites you to remain involved throughout 
the NEPA process. Information will be made 
available to the public through the project website 
at www.hailegoldmineseis.com, as well as during 
public meetings and workshops . 
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
 

 Scoping Report 
SEIS Haile Gold Mine - Appendices 

 

  

 
Last 

Name First Name Address City State Zip 

Addison Angela 202 N Ingram St Kershaw SC 29067 
Ardry Bill P O Box 1013 Lancaster SC 29721 
Barish Pach 423 Georgia Rd Edgefield SC 29824 

Beckham 
Connell & 
Charlene 210 N Hart St Kershaw SC 29067 

Becote Doug 4864 Payne Rd Kershaw SC 29067 
Belger Wayne P.O. Box 894  Camden SC 29020 

Blackmon 
Ned & 
Margaret 816 Greenbriar Dr Lancaster SC 29720 

Blackmon Allen P O Box 86 Heath Springs SC 29058 
Blackwell Danny  116 N Matson St Kershaw SC 29067 
Byrd Scott 3060 Flat Rd Kershaw SC 29067 
Byrd Joey 2000 Hilton Rd Jefferson SC 29718 
Catoe Harold   405 Woodland Dr Kershaw SC 29067 
Catoe Robert 6116 Rose Petal Dr Kershaw SC 29067 
Christie Dick P O Box 7116 Lancaster SC 29721 
Doss Robt 146 Slickum Rd Easley SC 29640 
Eddy Jeremy  SCDHEC  SC  
Estridge Angel 7263 Estridge Ave Kershaw SC 29067 

Estridge Jack 
7464 Old Jefferson 
Hwy Kershaw SC 29067 

Estridge Ed 7285 Estridge Ave Kershaw SC 29067 
Fleshman Clay 8141 Harrland Ln Fort Mill SC 29707 
Fox Rachel 1021 Pine St Columbia SC 29201 
Freeman Edward 989 Buffalo Creek Rd Kershaw SC 29067 
Gamble Margaret P O Box 69 Kershaw SC 29067 
Gardner Mike 536 Jones Rd Kershaw SC 29067 
Gardner Harold & Nadia 9885 Flat Creek Rd Kershaw SC 29067 
Gillon Ken 18 Amber Dr Horse Shoe NC 28742 
Greg Bracker 2004 Birthday Ct Brookeville MD 20833 
Gregory John 5082 Gold Mine Hwy Kershaw SC 29067 

Gregory Tom & Dorothy  
5082 Goldmine 
Highway Kershaw SC 29067 

Gulledge Elizabeth 
1676 Wade 
Funderbuck Rd Pageland SC 29728 

Helms Angela 207 Neal St Kershaw SC 29067 
Helms Billie & Terry 4550 Copper Rd Kershaw SC 29067 
Hilton Mike 249 Phillipston Road Kershaw SC 29067 
Hinson Sheila 263 Asgill Ln Kershaw SC 29067 
Holmes Michael unknown Brisbane Australia  
Hunter Penny 5580 Overhill Dr Fort Collins CO 80526 
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 Scoping Report 
SEIS Haile Gold Mine - Appendices 

 

  

 
Last 

Name First Name Address City State Zip 

Jackson Deiaokiki 6911 Snowy Owl Rd Kershaw SC 29067 
Kearns Taylor 1326 Northwest St Columbia SC 29201 

Kelly 
Murray & 
Melissa 

5283 Pleasant Plains 
Rd Kershaw SC 29067 

Kim Reo 
2811 Kirkland 
Cemetary Rd Camden SC 29020 

Kirby Michael 2077 Boxcar Rd Lancaster SC 29720 
LaPrad C. & D. 6901 Butterfly Ln Kershaw SC 29067 

Long Larry 
61 Forsyth St, Atlanta 
Federal Center Atlanta GA 30303 

Loveland Gene 3027 Knotty Pine Rd Westville SC 29175 
Lucas Mitch P O Box 145 Kershaw SC 29067 
Matthews Heather PR Drawer 2426 Columbia SC 29201 

McCain William 
5644 Kershaw 
Camden Hwy Kershaw SC 29067 

McDaniel Scott & Lynette 2820 Lathan Rd Monroe NC 28112 
Mike Helton 249 Phillipstown Rd Kershaw SC 29067 
Mosteller Billy 415 Potter Rd Lancaster SC 29721 
Munn Jimmy & Jean  1319 Omarest Dr Columbia SC 29210 
Parkman Glenda 6911 Snowy Owl Rd Kershaw SC 29067 
Perry Bob 408 Running Fox Rd Columbia SC 29223 

Pittman 
David & 
Jeanette 5967 Gold Mine Hwy Kershaw SC 29067 

Pratter M.D. 6060 Gold Mine Rd Kershaw SC 29067 
Realmuto John 1770 Windsor Dr Lancaster SC 29720 

Reeves 
Bridgette & 
Robert 259 Horton Rollins Rd Kershaw SC 29067 

Ritchie Gary 5113 Ernest Scott Rd Kershaw SC 29067 
Roberson Lisa 2006 Gold Mine Hwy Kershaw SC 29067 

Roberts 
Ronnie & 
Shannon 5059 Payne Rd Kershaw SC 29067 

Roberts Dakota 5059 Payne Rd Kershaw SC 29067 
Roberts Brian 6754 Woodhaven Rd Kershaw SC 29067 
Roberts Dean 7737 Highway 341 Kershaw SC 29067 
Rogers Angela 1021 Pine St Columbia SC 29201 
Rogers David 1387 Falls Rd Rock Hill SC 29730 
Rogers Dallas 1387 Falls Rd Rockhill  SC 29730 
Rogers Cathy 1042 Pit A Tat Rd Kershaw SC 29067 
Scanlan Greg 32 Macrossan St Brisbane AUS QLD 4000 
Sims James unknown unknown   

Sowell Gary 
3516 Kershaw 
Camden Hwy Kershaw SC 29067 
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Last 

Name First Name Address City State Zip 

Terry Danny 7926 Flat Creek Rd Kershaw SC 29067 
Truesdale Vic 1350 Flint Ridge Rd Heath Springs SC 29058 
Truesdale Mark 1280 Flint Ridge Rd Heath Springs SC 29058 
Twitty Scott 6503 Marshall Kershaw SC 29067 
Twitty Rhonda 6503 Marshall St Kershaw SC 29067 
Ussey Michelle 362 Rustling Oaks Rd Kershaw SC 29067 
Vail Angel 210 Blackwell Dr Kershaw SC 29067 
Vail Michael 210 Blackwell Dr Kershaw SC 29067 

Vincent Judy 
7453 Kershaw 
Camden Hwy. Kershaw SC 29067 

Wayne Beker P O Box 894 Camden SC 29020 
West Donnie 1255 Bailey Rd  Lancaster  SC 29720 
West Matthew 953 Jones Rd Kershaw SC 29067 

Williams Lisa 
7457 Old Jefferson 
Hwy Kershaw SC 29067 

Williams Stephen  
7457 Old Jefferson 
Hwy Kershaw SC 29067 

Williams Kent & Amanda 
7449 Old Jefferson 
Hwy Kershaw SC 29067 
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· · · · · · · · · · 

· · · · · · · · · · · · · ·

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·

· · · · ·

·

· · · · · 

· · ·

· · ·

· ·

· ·

· ·

In Reference to: ) 

Haile Gold Mine ) PUBLIC MEETING 

) APRIL 18, 2019 

___________________________ ) 

Public meeting, reported by Kathryn Bostrom, Court 

Reporter and Notary Public in and for the State of South 

Carolina; said meeting was taken at Andrew Jackson High 

School, 6925 Kershaw Camden Highway, Kershaw, South 

Carolina, on Thursday, the 18th day of April, 2019, 

commencing at the hour of 7:03 p.m. 
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2 4 

1 APPEARANCES: 1 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 
2 2 
3 From SC DHEC: 3 MR. BOONE: Good evening and welcome. I want to 
4 Mr. Jeremy Eddy 4 thank everyone for taking the time to come and 
5 5 participate in this evening’s public hearing to 
6 From the Army Corps of Engineers: 6 receive comments on the scope of the 
7 Mr. Shawn Boone 7 draft 
8 8 supplemental environmental impact statement. 
9 9 That’s a mouthful so I’m just going to refer to 

10 10 it as the SEIS. So we’re preparing one for the 
11 11 proposed expansion of the Haile Gold Mine 
12 12 Project. My name is Shawn Boone. I’m the 
13 13 project manager for the Army Corps of Engineers 
14 14 in the Charleston District. For the record, let 
15 15 me state that the hearing is starting at 7:03 on 
16 16 April 18, 2019 at the Andrew Jackson High School 
17 17 in Kershaw, South Carolina. 
18 18 As a courtesy to all here, please turn off 
19 19 your cell phones or at least turn them down. And 
20 20 if you need to take a call, please step out, 
21 21 thanks. 
22 22 I apologize up front, there’s a number of 
23 23 things, statements we need to make for the record 
24 24 to make sure everybody knows why we’re here so 
25 25 I’m going to just to read this prepared 

3 5 

1 CONTENTS: 1 statement. I’m sorry if it’s a little dry but 
2 (Public Meeting) 2 this sort of needs to happen, so bear with me, if 
3 PAGE 3 you would. 
4 Proceedings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 4 The Corps of Engineers is reviewing a 
5 Certification of Reporter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 5 proposal from Haile Gold Mine, Incorporated for 
6 Word Index 6 the modification of an individual permit to place 
7 7 dredged and fill material into waters of the 
8 EXHIBIT INDEX: 8 United States. Additionally, South Carolina 
9 There were no exhibits marked during this proceeding. 9 Department of Health and Environmental Control, 

10 10 also known as DHEC, is reviewing Haile’s 
11 * * * * * 11 application requesting to modify a mine operating 
12 Court Reporter's Legend: 12 permit. For this reason, South Carolina 
13 dashes [--] Intentional or purposeful interruption 13 Department of Health and Environmental Control 
14 [ph] Denotes phonetically written 14 will participate in the preparation of the draft 
15 [sic] Written as said 15 SEIS as a co-operating agency. Also, the US EPA, 
16 16 Environmental Protection Agency, is serving as a 
17 17 cooperating agency and I’d like to thank each of 
18 18 them for cooperating. 
19 19 The format of this evening’s hearing will 
20 20 begin with an introduction by me where I discuss 
21 21 the Corps’ permit authorities and permit 
22 22 application review and supplemental EIS Process. 
23 23 I’ll provide an overview of the project. After 
24 24 that, I’ll invite Mr. Jeremy Eddy with DHEC, 
25 25 Division of Mining and Solid Waste Management to 
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6 

discuss DHEC’s role pursuant to the South 
Carolina Mining Act and regulations. I’ll then 
return to the podium and serve as the hearing 
officer during the public comment and the main 
focus of this meeting. 

In January 2011, Haile Gold Mine submitted 
an application to the Corps of Engineers for a 
federal permit to construct and operate the gold 
mine near the City of Kershaw in Lancaster 
County, South Carolina. In order to operate this 
mine, Haile would unavoidably impact areas which 
are subject to the jurisdiction of the Corps of 
Engineers under the Clean Water Act through the 
placement and discharge of dredged and fill 
material. Therefore, a permit from the 
Department of Army was required before they could 
undertake those activities effecting waters of 
the United States. The Corps of Engineer’s 
decision about whether to issue a requested 
permit as proposed. To issue the requested permit 
with conditions, for it to deny the requested 
permit, constitutes a federal action. For this 
reason, our evaluation of the permit application 
and ultimately our permit decision must comply 
with the National Environmental Policy Act, 
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session. Because we’re too early in the process 
to have a lot of the answers. What we presented 
to you in the foyer is essentially an overview of 
the proposal that we received and there will be a 
lot of study to follow. Your comments will be 
recorded exactly as you state them by a court 
reporter. And those comments will become part of 
the official administrative record, considered in 
preparation of the SEIS. And ultimately, the 
record of decision for an application. The benefits 
from the project must be carefully weighed 
against the determents of the project and the 
final decision whether to issue the project will 
be determined by the outcome of this balancing 
effect. The Corps is ultimately responsible for 
the content for the SEIS and we are directing the 
third-party contractor, in this case, ICF 
International to assimilate the data and prepare 
the document. However, while ICF is wholly and 
fully accountable to the Corps of Engineers, 
alone, they are paid for by Haile Gold Mine. 
Please keep in mind the Corps is not proposing to 
construct this project. We are a federal 
permitting agency, only. We are neither for nor 
against this project. We are neutral 

7 9 

1 commonly known as NEPA. Similarly, a 1 administrators of the law. We expect to have a 
2 modification to a permit constitutes a federal 2 permit decision to make on this proposal and your 
3 action and must comply with NEPA. NEPA requires 3 input is essential to ensure that our decision is 
4 the Corps of Engineers to identify the effects of 4 fair and balanced. That is why we are here 
5 the proposed project on the human and natural 5 tonight. Since this is your opportunity to 
6 environment, to evaluate a range of reasonable 6 provide comments to the Corps, I ask that you 
7 alternatives to the proposed project and 7 address your comments to me and not to the 
8 importantly, to disclose these findings in a 8 audience. I have a court reporter here, as I’ve 
9 comprehensive document known as an Environmental 9 stated, to ensure that no one’s comments go 

10 Impact Statement. An Environmental Impact 10 unheard. 
11 Statement is often referred to as an EIS, as I’ve 11 Secondly, you may visit the project website 
12 noted. In the case of a proposed substantial 12 at hailegoldmineseis.com. There’s also comment 
13 modification to the federal action that warrants 13 cards with that e-mail address. There’s 
14 an EIS, a supplemental EIS must be prepared to 14 brochures and that e-mail address is on the front 
15 document any additional impacts of the proposal. 15 of those brochures and so the website is a good 
16 To summarize, the Corps began working in July 16 resource for general information about the 
17 2011 to prepare an EIS and it thoroughly 17 process, about the project, has my contact 
18 identified and evaluated the environmental 18 information, if you feel the need to reach out to 
19 effects of the gold mine. Subsequently, the 19 me. There’s a place for you to comment, as I’ve 
20 finding of the EIS was published in July of 2014, 20 said. If you don’t feel like you want to write 
21 and the decision was made to grant a permit with 21 anything down tonight or you don’t want to get up 
22 conditions. Now, we’re supplementing that EIS 22 and speak, you can always go to the website and 
23 thus as a supplemental EIS, SEIS. The purpose of 23 enter in a comment there. We’ll be taking 
24 tonight’s public hearing is to listen to your 24 comments for this draft SEIS process until May 
25 input. This is not a question and answer 25 31st. 
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So as you came in tonight, a speaker 
registration cards are – there was a sheet to 
sign up for if you wanted to speak. If you plan 
to make a public comment this evening, please 
fill out a registration card and return to the 
personnel at the front desk if you’ve not already 
done so. In actuality, we have somebody here 
with a few cards. Will you raise your hand, Pam? 
She’s in the back there so if you have not filled 
out a card and you want to speak tonight, please 
raise your hand and Pam will get you a card to 
sign up. The main purpose of the cards used this 
evening is to call on those individuals that 
indicated they want to speak. If there is anyone 
present that did not receive a card, as I’ve 
said, just raise your hand. This evening’s 
hearing is an opportunity for the public to 
directly participate in the development of the 
SEIS through your feedback. So does anyone need 
a card? 

So a little bit about the Corps’ permit 
authorities and process: in general the Corps 
regulatory program regulates impacts through our 
nation’s waters including streams and the 
wetlands. Our mission is to protect the nation’s 
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be determined by the outcome of the balance of 
the process. In order to ensure that there is 
consistency among all federal agency actions NEPA 
was passed into law in 1969. Based on this 
federal law when any and all applicants apply to 
the Corps of Engineers for a permit, which 
constitutes a federal action, the Corps will 
evaluate the application in accordance with the 
policies and procedures that are established by 
NEPA. NEPA is the basic, national charter for 
the protection of the environment contains 
provisions to ensure the federal agencies, in 
this case the Corps, carry out policies of the 
act in accordance with both the spirit and letter 
of the law. When NEPA was passed it also 
required the establishment of the Council of 
Environmental Quality or what is commonly 
referred to the CEQ. The CEQ then issued 
regulations for implementing NEPA. These 
regulations instruct federal agencies on what 
they need to do to comply with the processes and 
procedures outlined in the law. The same 
indicator, the Corps determined that SEIS should 
be prepared for this project and supplement to 
the EIS as being prepared in two stages, the 
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aquatic resources while allowing reasonable 
development through fair, flexible and balanced 
permit decisions. The Corps’ jurisdiction to 
issue or deny a permit for this project is 
pursuant to the Clean Water Act, specifically, 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act authorizes the 
Corps to issue or deny permits for discharges of 
dredged or fill material into waters of the 
United States, including streams and wetlands 
like those proposed in this project. Our 
decision to either issue or deny this proposal 
would be based on several things. One in 
particular is the set of guidelines that were 
established under the authority of Section 404 of 
the Clean Water Act. In addition, our decision 
will be based on what we call the public interest 
review which is an evaluation of the impacts that 
are – that the project may have on the public 
interest. There are 21 public interest factors 
that must be carefully considered. Some of those 
factors are economics, fish and wildlife values, 
land uses, safety, aesthetics. As mentioned, the 
benefits of the project must be carefully weighed 
against the determents of the project and the 
final decision, whether to issue the permit will 
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draft SEIS and the final SEIS. The draft SEIS 
will be made publically available. The public 
will have an opportunity to review and comment on 
the draft supplement when it is made available. 
Comments on the draft supplemental SEIS will then 
be incorporated into the final. Ultimately when 
the Corps is prepared to make a final decision on 
the expected application, we will prepare a 
document called a record of decision. So we are 
issue spotting tonight. We want to know what you 
think about the project and whether we’re 
addressing all of the concerns. We’ll write a 
draft which will be made available for you to 
review. We’ll take comments on the draft. All 
of those comments will be incorporated into a 
final supplemental EIS and then that will be made 
available for your review. And we’ll make a 
permanent decision after that. Certainly, the 
SEIS attempts to document the impacts from the 
proposed project and contains all of the 
information analysis that the district engineer 
will use in reaching the permit decision. But 
the record of decision will serve as the district 
engineer’s decision on the application itself. 

Since the Corps cannot dictate where Haile 
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Gold Mine, Incorporated constructs the mine, the 
district’s engineer’s decision must be one of 
three outcomes: 

Modify the already issued permit for the 
project as proposed by Haile Gold Mine. That’s 
Option One. Option Two is deny the modification. 
And Option Three is issue the modified permit 
with special conditions. In conclusion, let me 
say that I recognize the need to process and all 
of our regulations may not be familiar to you but 
keep in mind that this is meant to be a public 
process and as such, your participation in the 
form of comments is not only welcome but very 
much appreciated and essential. 

As an overview, the proposed project is to 
expand mining operations at the existing Haile 
Gold Mine. The proposed project would include 
expansion of surface mining and associated mine 
pits and an overburdened storage facilities. The 
initiation of underground mining at the Horseshoe 
Deposit can increase ore processing through 
optimization of the middle and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water 
management system and existing tailings storage 
facility. Proposed mining activities and the 
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you Shawn for the opportunity for me to speak. 
My name is Jeremy Eddy and I work as a permitting 
project manager for the Department of Health & 
Environmental Control’s Mining & Reclamation 
Section. I will be the main point of contact at 
DHEC for the mining modification application that 
will result from this SEIS. I would like to take 
a few moments tonight to briefly explain DHEC’s 
permitting process. And how we plan to 
incorporate it into the Army Corps’ SEIS process. 
We’ve been asked by the Corps to be a co-
operating agency during the process and we’re 
honored to accept that role as I’m sure it will 
be beneficial for all involved. DHEC’s process 
to modify mining permit typically starts when we 
receive an application to modify the said permit. 
The project manager, in this case me, will 
perform an administrative review to make sure 
that all the documentation has been properly 
submitted. That all the I’s have been dotted and 
the t’s are crossed. As a substantial 
modification we put that package out on public 
notice, which means all the GSM landowners 
receive a memo in the mail. We placed an ad in 
the local paper that runs once-a-week for two-
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expanded proposed project would focus on areas 
effected by past mining activities and additional 
land purchased by Haile to support proposed 
mining expansion activities. As we progress 
through the drafting of the SEIS, additional 
project information will be added to the project 
website. Also, historical information, such as 
the 2014 EIS can be found there. So like I said, 
there’s a lot of information already generated 
about the existing mine and the permit that was 
issued in the past. So if you need additional 
information, you can go to the website and if you 
don’t find what you’re looking for there, please 
contact me. 

I’ll say it again, there’s also a place to 
make comments there and so it will be open til 
May 31st and then, we’ll open up the comments 
section of the website again once the draft EIS 
is published so that you all can comment on that 
document, as well. So as I said, I – South 
Carolina DHEC is a co-operating agency on this 
document. So I’d like to invite Mr. Jeremy Eddy 
of the Division of Mining & Solid Waste to say a 
few words. 

MR. EDDY: Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. Thank 
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consecutive weeks and we sent an e-mail to 
several government agencies. Some of the 
agencies on the list are the Department of 
Natural Resources, U.S. Fish & Wildlife, Army 
Corps of Engineers, a state historic preservation 
office and the Department of Transportation and 
many others. We asked all of these 
organizations, private citizens like yourselves 
and environmental groups, if there are any here 
tonight, to share their concerns regarding this 
application. Concerns that are specific and 
technical in nature are particularly helpful. 
All of the concerns become part of the official 
file and are considered when making a permitting 
decision. During this time, we gauge public 
interest and may offer to have a public meeting 
for public hearing if one is requested. While 
all of this is happening, the project manager’s 
performing a technical review of the application 
package to make sure the proposed modifications 
are in line with all statutes and regulations and 
to make sure that the modified permit continues 
to improve the quality of life for all South 
Carolinians by protecting and promoting the 
health of the public and the environment. Once 
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1 the public participation portion and the 1 comments I’ll be happy to accept any written 

2 technical review of have concluded a permitting 2 documentation you have and again, you can go to 

3 decision is made and if approved, a modified 3 the website and expand on any topics that you 

4 permit is issued. Because the scope of this 4 want. All of media are available so you can come 

5 project is much larger and more complicated than 5 up and speak tonight. I know I’m being redundant 

6 our typical mine sites, there are a few changes 6 here, but I just want you to know that you can 

7 to this process I just laid out. Because we are a 7 come speak, you can go on the website, we have – 

8 cooperating agency with the Army Corps, our 8 you can write down your comments on paper form 

9 process will actually begin with a technical 9 here tonight, you can mail me a letter. My 

10 review, as we review information support of the 10 address is on the website. You can send me a 

11 draft SEIS over the coming months. Once we are 11 book, if you’d like. We’re going to review all 

12 satisfied and Army Corps of Engineer publishes 12 of the comments, everything that you have to say. 

13 their draft of SEIS, then DHEC will receive the 13 It will get rolled into the draft EIS. All 

14 application package from Haile Gold Mine and 14 right. So the last ground rule, of course, is – 

15 we’ll continue our process, as I stated before. 15 it seems like this is pretty tight community here 

16 The only other slight change to our process is 16 and we are friendly so just be courteous -

17 the public hearing. Instead of gauging interest 17 courteous to each other. We’ll get started. 

18 and waiting for a public hearing request, we will 18 Danny Terry, Angel Vail and Mike Vail. 
19 commit right now to having a public hearing on 19 SPEAKER: She just left the premises. 

20 this topic as part of the Army Corps’s process. 20 MR. BOONE: Did Mike leave with her? 

21 The public hearing will be at a time and place to 21 SPEAKER: Yes. 

22 be determined but notice will be provided to all 22 MR. BOONE: Billy and Terry Helmes and Matthew West. 

23 of those who express interest in this project. 23 MR. TERRY: It started with Romarco coming down here 

24 So that’s basically our process in a nut shell. 24 asking us to mine in our town. And on good 

25 And I look forward to working with the Army Corps 25 faith, a lot of people let them do that. 
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of Engineers, ICF, Haile Gold Mine and the public 
to make sure that we continue to protect and 
promote the health of the public and the 
environment here in South Carolina. Thank you. 

MR. BOONE: All right. To the public comment 
portion or the reason we’re all here. Before we 
begin the public comment portion of the hearing 
I’d like to go over just a few ground rules. We 
have some seats reserved, this whole front row is 
free near the microphones. As I call your name 
you can choose to come down here and sit near a 
microphone so that we can move through the 
speakers in an orderly fashion. As each speaker 
finishes I’ll continue to call names so feel free 
to come down. Each speaker will have four 
minutes to speak. You cannot defer your time to 
another individual. When the speaker has one 
minute remaining, Jamie down here is going to 
show you a sign that says, you have one minute 
and then she’s going to let you know when your 
time is up if you get close. When the speaker’s 
time has ended, we will let you know. In order 
to be fair to everyone I ask that you please 
limit your comments to the time allotted. If 
your time expires before you have completed your 
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OceanaGold took over and once they got the 
permits, OceanaGold is not a very good company, had 
a very bad record in El Salvador. When asked how 
many times has DHEC been down here, nobody knows. 
When asked how many times the EPA been here? 
Well, one. In the last five years? That’s not 
good. How much water are we using at Haile Gold 
Mine? Nobody knows. Have we had any problems at 
Haile Gold Mine? Nobody knows. How many 
accidents have been reported? Nobody knows. 
Everything is in-house down there. We don’t know 
what’s going on in our community. Nowadays, we 
have to put up with loud noises all night long. 
Traffic is ridiculous. Trucks driving on the 
wrong side of the road and there’s so many 
different things. But how much more -– who pays 
for this once they shut down? They file 
bankruptcy? Do we pay for it? Do we pay for the 
upkeep? How much is this going to cost our 
community to expand? There’s a lot of things 
that we want to know. Are there any kind of 
issues that you know that you can tell us? To 
inform us of what’s going on? How many gallons 
of water they use a day? Six figures? Ten 
million? I’ve got neighbors come to me, they 
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1 don’t know who to go to? Danny, my well dropped 1 I don’t care if you make money off of them or 
2 15 feet? I said, well, I don’t know who to tell 2 not, but you better think. Thyroids can hit 
3 you, because EPA, well, I tried that. They 3 anybody in here, problems from that water. We 
4 don’t – don’t nobody tell me nothing? Go  to 4 well better think ahead before you let them do 
5 DHEC. I tried that, can’t get no answer. I call 5 anymore damage. 
6 them, asked them anybody knows why his dropped 15 6 MR. BOONE: Matthew West? 
7 feet. Well, we got sensors but nobody’s asked 7 MR. WEST: Good evening, Shawn. First of all I’d 
8 for them. I said, are you saying that the water 8 like to say it’s more balanced comment that I 
9 dropped 15 feet and nobody knows about it? Why 9 would make. You know, I’m happy about the 

10 doesn’t DHEC put something in place. Well, the 10 environmental – excuse me, the economic impacts I 
11 farmers have to come through us and they had to 11 should say to the town. I have personally 
12 allow us to go on their land and run anything. 12 relocated out here from a different state and you 
13 That’s not right. If our – if we don’t have water, 13 could definitely see the impacts on the economy. 
14 we can’t live around here. And if our water 14 However, I do have concerns regarding the 
15 ain’t dependable, we definitely can’t live around 15 environmental impact. So the impacts to the 
16 here. Coal ash spill and nuclear power is 16 soil, the water, the air, noise pollution. My 
17 causing all kinds of issues on the river now 17 home sits about a mile, mile-and-a-half away from 
18 right here outside our own state running all into 18 the border of mine. I definitely can comment to 
19 our state, and many more. This is a – this is 19 noise pollution in the evenings. It literally 
20 not a community problem. This is a state 20 shakes my home and I’m not exaggerating that. But 
21 problem. This is nation problem. They going to 21 I do worry about impacts on the soil, the water, 
22 take millions and millions of dollars of our 22 the air being a mile from the mine. When the 
23 gold, out of our ground and they going to leave a 23 mine originally opened up I did not read the 
24 lot of problems behind. Whose going to pay for 24 environmental impact statement but I will go back 
25 them? Is the taxpayers going to pick up the 25 and read that. But what I would suggest –- I 
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bill? What are we paying now? $78 billion 
dollars for abandoned mines, bankruptcies, plus 
more than that. Maybe I’m on the low end. But 
we would like to know what’s this mine costing 
us? What’s it going to do to us? And why let 
them do it to us? OceanaGold has not got a good 
record. They are the kind of company that will 
come in and destroy us and leaving us flipping 
the bill and sue us. Because they will shut down. 
This is the kind of company that we are dealing 
with. This is our home. This is where we live 
and we can’t let them to do it to us. I don’t 
care what party you are or anything else these 
people are here to destroy it and tear up the 
land. And that’s what happens. That’s what I’m 
asking you not to grant that anymore. Until we 
get our answers, what’s going to take place? 
What safety precautions you got in place to let 
the neighbors know? And don’t send out anything 
to anybody other than connected – people 
connected to the mine? We’re a whole community. 
We’re a whole family. Everybody is on the same 
aquifier. 

MR. BOONE: Let’s wrap it up. 
MR. TERRY: Wrap it up by saying, this is our town. 
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just put my hope and care that between DHEC and 
the Army Corps of Engineers that if the state is 
going to allow the mining, that it’s safe to a 
local residence. Because I do, I have lived in 
this area and I intend to retire here so I’d like 
for it be safe. And that’s my comment. 

MR. BOONE: Thank you. Mr. Helms. 
MR. HELMS: How you doing? I appreciate you being 

here to have this meeting. Appreciate all our 
neighbors that have come. Being already a victim 
of water contamination at Camp Lejeune, my 
questions are along the line – and I don’t expect 
any answers tonight of that. And I appreciate 
that my being here and doing business in a town 
and the economics that they brought here. My 
questions are when they’re doing their carbon and 
pulp, I’m sure there’s ponds and stuff that they 
put this run-off water and material into. Whose 
keeping tabs outside Oceana Gold Mine? Is it 
going to state? Is it going to be federal 
government or is it going to be a third-party 
that Oceana has paid for? What other things 
are they bringing out other than gold? Are they 
bringing out any copper or anything else? That’s 
another thing which requires a whole different, 
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1 from what I understand, chemical other than 1 this meeting to express our concerns. God bless, 
2 cyanide which is being used to separate the gold 2 thank you. 
3 from the material. I know not a lot of people 3 MR. BOONE: Dan Blackwell. Gary Sowell, Joey Byrd, 
4 know that. The cyanide salts and what – what 4 and Allen Blackmon. 
5 enters these from going into the ground and 5 DR. BLACKWELL: Dr. Daniel Blackwell. I was born and 
6 seeping into the aquifers? The actual aquifers 6 raised here in Kershaw in 1932. And I came back 
7 and of course, going into the groundwater and the 7 here to practice medicine and I – the area that 
8 lakes and streams. This is my concerns. I can 8 we have here – we call it God’s Country because 
9 only guess and hope that Oceana is doing their 9 he came ahead of everything and he laid down 

10 part to stop it and the federal government doing 10 something here that was valuable that would help 
11 their part. Who is going sink monitoring wells 11 humanity. He laid down a sand pit over there and 
12 to check on the aquifers, to see if the aquifers 12 the Dickerson Construction Company mined out of 
13 are being chemically contaminated by any type of 13 for years and years and years. That’s exactly 
14 chemical from the mine runoff? That’s my 14 where the mine is sitting right now. Everything 
15 question which I would like answered at a later 15 that’s being done inside of these big containers 
16 date, of course. What happens if – most of us 16 and we don’t have the contamination. Nothing is 
17 own wells – I like my well water. What happens 17 a better filter than sand. You use it and it’s a 
18 if they hit an aquifer drilling and I no longer 18 way to clean water and wastewater. And this 
19 have a well? That’s another question I’d like to 19 place that’s being mined on out there right now 
20 have answered. Who is going to be responsible 20 the water starts here and goes to China. So you 
21 for that? Well’s not cheap. The other thing – 21 don’t have to worry about the filtration of it. 
22 have they had any kind of meetings with the 22 Across the road they have built one of the finest 
23 emergency management folks? Have they specified 23 tailing ponds. When I was child we used to sit 
24 any type of specialized equipment that 24 on the tailings and have picnics. We used to 
25 firefighters, emergency responders, police might 25 swim in the holes out here and you know, I’m 
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1 need in case there’s a cyanide gas cloud or some 1 almost 88 years old and I got so my friends that 
2 other gas cloud that might be released? Any kind 2 are close to my age that are still living that 
3 of hazardous material release from the mine, 3 have been in all of these swimming holes out here 
4 around the mine, that they’ve – maybe they didn’t 4 and swam as kids. I had a cattle farm that was 
5 cause, but because of an act of nature? Have 5 right as you cross the creek there. And back 
6 they had any kind of meetings? And have they 6 when – it was a mine up until 1941. That was 
7 told the county, or the state, look, we may need 7 called Cyanide Creek. And it was concentrated 
8 to purchase these. Have they stepped up the 8 cyanide that they used in the plant back in those 
9 plate and said, okay, we’re going to help you 9 days. And my cattle drank water out of that, came 

10 purchase this stuff because we are the business 10 into my farm. At the end of the creek was a 
11 here that may cause this? Planned rescue? If 11 minnow bed. And everybody that wanted to go 
12 they’re in a deep hole, does their people go get 12 fishing in the creeks and ponds around here came 
13 them or does our emergency folks to get them? 13 and dipped the minnows out of that bed to go 
14 Plus the rope and other equipment to do that? 14 fishing. So there’s no way in the world that 
15 And other specialized equipment? And I know they 15 anybody can say that you can’t play in Cyanide 
16 give through their taxes and I’m sure they give– 16 Creek and it be dangerous for you. Kids used to 
17 they give through charity to the county, in other 17 go out and pick up the iron pyrite because it 
18 words, but have they thought about stepping up 18 glittered and they call it fools gold and they 
19 their charity giving to the local volunteer fire 19 would carry the little bags out and collect the 
20 departments or the county as a whole to be able 20 gold and have fun. The other thing that I want 
21 to purchase these equipment that’s going to be 21 to say is when Piedmont Mining Metal Corporation 
22 needed if anything happens out there, fires, 22 left here they didn’t do a reclamation of this. 
23 spills, so and so forth. And that’s really about 23 In the first two years that Remarco Mineral was 
24 it. I appreciate everybody that came here. I 24 here had two people who were dedicated Christian 
25 appreciate the Army Corps of Engineers for having 25 people who came in here and they spent over two 
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years before they ever started even thinking 
about mining it, doing the total reclamation of 
all of this property out here to make it where it 
could be utilized properly. The other thing I 
want to say is that I had an uncle that was not 
in World War I but he was the mail carrier out 
here at Haile Gold Mine. They would bring the 
sacks of mail out and they had a boarding house 
out there that had a post office in it. He had a 
horse that drank out of these streams out here 
and he didn’t die until he was 19 years old. My 
uncle lived to be 98 and I can tell you right 
now, this –- people have spent money to protect 
the little thing called the hellsplitter that 
people eat down at the beaches all the time, it’s 
a mussel. And all of the different things that 
are being criticized about what is happening in 
this area. We don’t know the value of it – of 
everything they’ve done to this community. From 
every church they’ve given away, to people 
who could not afford a place to live. They’ve 
supported every environmental thing that you 
could possibly think of to do. And right now 
they’re building birdhouses or furnishing the 
materials for the school to build birdhouses for 
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were starting a lot of work out there. So things 
were changing then. But positively, I’m a 
farmer. I raise beef cows so I’m extremely 
concerned that we’ve got water and clean water. 
I’ve seen nothing that they did that would cause 
any problem with the water, whatsoever. That 
mine was out there since 1826 or 7, I believe. 
There was no EPA. There was nobody to keep it up 
and I’ve never heard but one thing that was somewhat 
of a catastrophe and that was a fire, explosion 
and something they had an explosion in 1907 or 8. 
It killed some people. I just think that it’s a 
good thing when the economy in this town has 
changed dramatically since they opened up with 
Remarco and I believe the 2014 had sold it to 
Oceana but they kept some of the key people. 
When these people pitched their tent here around 
2007, they didn’t just come a quick thing. They 
built houses here. They moved here. They built 
relationships here and they made a difference. 
When I was president of the chamber during my 
years on the board with the chamber of commerce, 
I don’t remember ever asking them to do anything, 
not only monetarily, but they’d show up. They 
wanted to be part of this community. They would 
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conservation for a bird that’s supposedly 
extinct. And I thank you for the talk. I could 
talk another hour on the positive parts but you 
can trust that these two people who are here are 
going to put people first and safety first. And I 
hope and pray that y’all will go ahead and 
approve this because environmentally, as a 
physician, it is not going to hurt you. 

MR. BOONE: Mr. Sowell 
MR. SOWELL: Good afternoon, sir. I thank you for 

this opportunity to address you this afternoon. 
I’m Gary Sowell. I grew up on the other side of 
Kershaw in Flat Rock side where Flat Creek got 
the gold and all we had was rock. But anyway, I 
left here for 22 years and back here in ‘93.  I 
saw this town going down, as a lot of small towns 
throughout this state and nation that were doing. 
And in 2003, I joined the chamber and became a 
board-of-directors for the Chamber of Commerce in 
Kershaw. About 2007 they were starting back to 
do some stuff at the mine out here with Remarco 
Industries. And when Remarco came, nothing 
changed that much to start with. We were losing 
businesses. And I was president of the chamber 
in 2013 to ‘15. And that’s about the time they 
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come, they would bring help from the mine with 
them if they needed them. And they were part of 
this community. And you know everything we do in 
life is a chance. There’s no greater chance than 
when we all leave here tonight everything you 
meet on the roads passing big trucks, you’re five 
foot from being dead, you know. So there’s no 
way that Haile Gold Mine or Oceana or nobody else 
can ensure that nothing would never go wrong. 
But one thing about, they got EPA. They got 
DHEC. They got all these people checking on them 
now. And from my understanding and what I’ve 
seen there, they do everything they’re supposed 
to, to the best of their ability, no matter what 
the cost is. And you know, we all live in a 
changing world. And everything in life’s going 
to change. The difference between the successful 
and failing people is how you deal with change. 
If you sit back and do nothing, the results as 
usual you’re going to fail. But if you step 
forward and you put forth an effort to do all you 
can, to keep that change in line with progress, 
then we’ll proceed fine. And I think that we 
need to go ahead and let them have the permits 
that they’ve asked for if y’all can. It means a 
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1 lot to this town. I’ve seen this town go – 
2 economics is one of the perks. And you know as 
3 chamber members we do the Jam and the Spring-a-
4 thon and the banquet and all that stuff. But our 
5 main concern is the business and the people of 
6 this community, in this town. And you know, we 
7 think the businesses are doing a whole lot better 
8 and the people as long as we can keep people 
9 coming in this town and we can be successful, 

10 then we appreciate them being here. Thank you, 
11 sir. 
12 MR. BOONE: Thank you. Mr. Byrd. 
13 MR. BYRD: Yes, sir. My name is Joey Byrd. I stand 
14 before you as a private land-owner and as an 
15 employee of Oceana Gold. And I was private land-
16 owner long before I was an employee of Oceana 
17 Gold. And I’m going to tell you. I’m from 
18 Jefferson. I live behind the Brewer Mine in 
19 Jefferson. I’ve lived there all my life. We 
20 were very supportive 30 some-odd years ago when 
21 that mine came here. I never dreamed that I 
22 would work for a mining company. Didn’t know 
23 that Haile Gold Mine would one day open here. 
24 And I’m going to agree with Mr. Blackwell. Haggai 
25 2:8 in the Bible says, I own the silver and the 
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1 gold, declares the Lord. That’s his gold. It’s 
2 no one else’s. He just gives us the privilege to 
3 mine it. We use gold in about everything we use, 
4 electronics, many things. Most of us married 
5 have a gold band on. It came because some miner 
6 went to work. Well, I’m proud to put on the 
7 shirt and go to Oceana Gold every day. Because 
8 I’m going to tell you what, every morning, we 
9 have a pre-shift meeting, before we ever started 

10 work. First thing we were asked was if yesterday 
11 was about safety. And if so, why? And we 
12 discussed why that was and how we make this one 
13 safe. I’ve never worked for a company – never 
14 come close to working for a company that puts of 

15·  its employees and environment at the front.  I 
16 assure you. And I’m going to tell you if I left 
17 the company tomorrow I still support the company 
18 and I certainly will. So I’m not just saying 
19 because I’m employed there. I had a career 
20 before I came here. Okay? But I’m very adamant 
21 about the – I mean, I have never worked for 
22 anyone that is so conscious about safety of their 
23 employees and their environment and doing the 
24 right thing. We have some core values and it’s 
25 integrity, you don’t – people don’t give you 
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1 integrity. You earn it, okay? Respect. That’s 
2 another one. You earn respect. People don’t 
3 give you that, you earn it. And I’m going to 
4 tell you I think Oceana Gold has earned that here 
5 because they’ve done it right. And I’ll just 
6 reiterate, I’m proud to work there. I drive by 
7 the plant every morning. My office is about four 
8 miles from the plant. I ride by and I’m having 
9 my personal prayer time. Don’t mind telling you 

10 who I am. I’m a born-again Christian and I pray 
11 to the God Almighty. And I go by there every 
12 morning and I thank God for the privilege to work 
13 there. If tomorrow’s my last day then I thank 
14 you for the days I worked. Because I worked for 
15 a company that we live by doing the right thing. 
16 And we’re going to do the right thing. The 
17 environment is very important to this company.  I 
18 mean, the hill square – good gracious alive, what 
19 company’s done to preserve the hill square that 
20 are here to make sure the water’s safe here. And 
21 I just encourage you to take to heart, that as an 
22 employee, see it first-hand and they are 
23 definitely concerned about doing the right thing. 
24 Thank you. 
25 MR. BOONE: Angel Estridge, Gene Loveland and 
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1 Sheila Hinson and Mr. Blackmon, if you’d like to 
2 speak? 
3 MR. BLACKMON: Shawn, I just want to thank you again 
4 as others have for coming our community. We 
5 certainly appreciate the Corps and DHEC and you 
6 guys looking after our environment. Appreciate 
7 the job that you guys do. I’m certainly not an 
8 environmentalist but I want to just make a few 
9 comments. I’ve had the good fortune of going out 

10 to the gold mine and touring it on two separate 
11 occasions as a layman. All I can say is it looks 
12 well-organized and very well cared for. A lot of 
13 the questions and concerns brought up here were 
14 answered during those times for me anyway about 
15 possible problems and things of that nature. But 
16 I will say, I want to say two or three months 
17 ago, Oceana had a community meeting at the Depot 
18 in Kershaw where they went there just to address 
19 peoples’ questions and concerns. And I think 
20 they do as a good a job as anybody as far as 
21 outreach goes to let the community know what’s 
22 going on out there. They have been very involved 
23 in our community as already has been mentioned 
24 here and they certainly did a lot for employment 
25 in the area. So I look forward to a successful 
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1 application process. I know that they’ve got to 1 stuff, we have our own on-site guys. I’ve heard 
2 meet your requirements and I’m glad that they 2 all kind of questions here tonight that I would 
3 have to meet the requirements because I do drink 3 love to stand here and answer but you said this 
4 this water and want it to be safe. About the 4 isn’t the question/answer. So my suggestion 
5 only complaint I have is I keep asking for free 5 would be that these folks look at the website. 
6 samples and yet none have given me – see what you 6 It’s a very transparent plant. And you can 
7 can do about that for me? But thank you. 7 probably ask questions of the mine itself. Call 
8 MR. BOONE: Angel Estridge. 8 them or something. I don’t know but there seems 
9 MS. ESTRIDGE: Thank you for hearing public concern on 9 to be a lot of questions and the answers are 

10 this. I appreciate that. I’m a landowner and 10 there. Most of stuff is in place for the things 
11 about a mile away from the mill site and also a 11 that were brought up or concerned here already 
12 mile away from the tailing storage facility so it 12 that people just don’t know. But I just feel the 
13 is pretty loud  out there. I want to let you know 13 permits are already there. All they’re asking 
14 that. And our concerns since we are landowners 14 for is an expansion on land from what I 
15 and we have a stream behind our home is the 15 understand. I don’t see how that would be a big 
16 contamination of the water and also the structure 16 issue. Nothing’s really going to change as far 
17 of the storage facility. How strong is that? 17 as what they’re doing or how they’re doing it. 
18 Can it be compromised if there’s like a nature 18 You’re just giving them a little more space. And 
19 disaster? Because that could flow into our 19 that’s about it. I’m not going to take up a 
20 streams, it could affect our well water. And so 20 whole lot of time. Thank you. 
21 it really hits home and it’s right there at you, 21 MR. BOONE: Ms. Sheila Hinson. 
22 you really think about how it will effect you so 22 MS. HINSON: Thank you and we do appreciate your 
23 that is a concern of mine. Also, I’d like to the 23 concern. About the only thing – they said 
24 idea the man had about actually giving money to 24 everything that I even thought about saying, but 
25 like the local Fire Department, right there, near 25 I’ll ditto on much to  what was said by the 
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it. I think that would be a great idea in case 
something ever did happen that that could help 
that community. That’s my concerns, thank you. 

MR. BOONE: Thank you. Gene Loveland. 
MR. LOVELAND: I’m going to make this pretty short 

because every thing basically wanted to say has 
already been said. I’m an employee of the mine. 
I’ve been there since 2010. We were walking 
around picking up garbage, cleaning up the place 
back then and it’s something that is just a 
company-wide given that we’re going to take care 
of the land and respect it and keep things clean. 
I’ve – as the other fellow said, I’ve never seen 
somebody so dedicated, probably because if they 
are not, they are not going to be there anymore. 
These permits are important. And they consider 
them very important. But the work that’s done 
out there, I’ve never seen anything that I 
thought was a hazard. I wouldn’t be afraid to 
walk through any stream or play in it around 
here. I’ve seen everything get built. I’ve seen 
all the process for just about every part of that 
mine. And I don’t feel that there’s any safety 
issues or environmental issue that needs to be 
addressed. As far as the fire fighters and 
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last speaker. I’m the President of the Chamber of 
Commerce here in Kershaw and I work with the mine 
ever since it started up. Talking to them. 
David Thomas has been a great person. He was 
here with Remarco and he’s still here. He’s the 
person that we all trusted and we still trust. 
He’s made so many things clear to us and they’ve 
had so many meetings and where anybody could ask 
questions and find out answers. So I mean you 
know, if anybody wanted to have a meeting, that 
mine would definitely put it on the agenda and 
have it. I think it’s a  great thing. They do 
give to so many things. And they give to the 
chamber for our projects. I know they give 
things to the town. They support so much in our 
town. And yes, it has helped. I’m also a 
Realtor. And most people would say, well, your 
making money off that. And we do. But I’m going 
to tell you something. There is nothing that 
means more to me – nothing that means more to me 
than my town. Not the money. Not anything that 
we would be making to keep them here just to make 
money. That has nothing to do with it. I don’t 
need the money. And I’ll tell you. They have 
made a big difference in our town and our life 
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1 and our businesses. They’ve made a huge 1 CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER 

2 difference. I trust them. I totally trust them. 2 

3 And if I didn’t I’d certainly say so. But we’re 3 I, KATHRYN BOSTROM, COURT REPORTER AND NOTARY PUBLIC 

4 very proud to have them here and what they stand 4 IN AND FOR THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA AT LARGE, HEREBY 

5 for. Even the people they hire have standards. 5 CERTIFY THAT I REPORTED THIS MEETING ON THURSDAY THE 18TH 

6 And you know, I talk to so many because I am in 6 DAY OF APRIL, 2019, THAT THE FOREGOING 43 PAGES CONSTITUTE 

7 real estate. I’m able to talk to so many that 7 A TRUE AND CORRECT TRANSCRIPTION OF MY STENOMASK REPORT OF 

8 work out there. Even some of the ones that have 8 SAID DEPOSITION. 

9 been fired or for whatever reason. I have never 9 I FURTHER CERTIFY THAT I AM NEITHER ATTORNEY NOR 

10 heard anybody, even anybody that was fired say 10 COUNSEL FOR, NOR RELATED TO OR EMPLOYED BY ANY OF THE 

11 one thing that was bad, wrong or something they 11 PARTIES CONNECTED WITH THIS ACTION, NOR AM I FINANCIALLY 

12 were doing that wasn’t right. So you know, they 12 INTERESTED IN SAID CAUSE. 

13 got to be doing something right out there.  I 13 I FURTHER CERTIFY THAT THE ORIGINAL OF SAID TRANSCRIPT 

14 have toured it. I have watched the videos. I’ve 14 WAS THEREAFTER SEALED BY ME AND DELIVERED TO PAM SCHANEL, 

15 done everything, you know, we’ve met with them on 15 ICF, PALM BEACH GARDENS, FLORIDA, WHO WILL RETAIN THIS 

16 numerous occasions. It seems like David even 16 SEALED ORIGINAL TRANSCRIPT AND SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR 

17 talked at our chamber of commerce banquet. Seems 17 FILING SAME WITH THE COURT PRIOR TO TRIAL OR ANY HEARING 

18 like he did. They have done everything to 18 WHICH MIGHT RESULT IN A FINAL ORDER ON ANY ISSUE. 

19 support our town and to make themselves available 19 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I HAVE SET MY HAND AND SEAL THIS 

20 to us. That’s all I want to say. I just think 20 23rd DAY OF MAY 2019. 

21 this is a good thing. I hope they get the 21 ________________________________ 

22 permits. They deserve it. And the main people in 22 KATHRYN B. BOSTROM, COURT REPORTER 

23 Kershaw love them. Thank you. 23 MY COMMISSION EXPIRES AUGUST 28, 2022 

24 MR. BOONE: All right. I know I’ve already called 24 

25 these names and someone said they left. But I 25 
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just want to make sure that everybody has an 
opportunity to speak if they want to. Is Angel 
Vail or Mike Vail in the audience? So just a 
couple of closing comments. First of all, thank 
you very much. All your comments are important 
to us, as I said. The public comment portion of 
the hearing is now concluded. I’d like to thank 
everyone for providing their input this evening 
and for your patience. I would encourage you 
that if you had more specific concerns feel free 
or if something didn’t get addressed tonight in 
the question or the presentation out in the 
hallway. Please reach out to us at Haile Gold 
Mine SEIS and you can find my contact information 
there and write me a letter. And write in the 
comments cards. There’s still time. I’ll be 
receiving comments to incorporate it into the 
draft SEIS until May 31st of 2019 as part of this 
process. And I appreciate you being here and for 
the record, it is 8 p.m. and this meeting is 
officially adjourned. Have a good evening. 

(There being nothing further, the statement 
concluded at 8:01 p.m.) 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

DEWOLF, CHRIS <DEWOLFC@mailbox.sc.edu> 
Wednesday, April 24, 2019 3:22 PM 
HGM_AR 
Haile Gold Mine Expansion- Environmental Impact statement opinion 

My name is Chris DeWolf, I am a leader with my son's cub scout pack in Elgin, SC. We recently took a guided tour of the 
Haile Gold Mine facilities. During the tour, Mr. Kirby shared many of the exceptional efforts OceanaGold is taking to 
assure that the environment is protected throughout the life of the operation and that safety is their highest priority. As 
guests, we were guided in company vehicles and asked to watch a safety video even before we could enter the grounds. 
We were also asked to wear protective equipment for the duration of our tour. Everything felt well coordinated and 
safe. 

My sense was with this focus on security, the potential for environmentally hazardous accidents was likely quite low. 
Additionally, we were impressed by the company's decision to adhere to tighter water safety standards than are actually 
required by federal and/or state environmental regulations. The plan to restore the mining site to its natural state at the 
completion of the project, including setting aside $10's of millions of dollars upfront to assure this would happen was 
quite impressive. It was also impressive that they were cleaning up areas that has been left in substandard condition by 
prior mining operations at the site. 

As someone who is personally concerned with air and water quality and with wildlife safety, I was impressed with the 
many measures OceanaGold is taking to be a good steward on behalf of South Carolina residents. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Dewolf 
Pack 2011 Leadership team 
Elgin, SC 

1 



From: Beverly Adams <Beverly.Adams@oceanagold.com> 
Sent: Thursday, April 25, 2019 12:30 PM 
To: HGM_AR 
Subject: Support of OGC 

Good afternoon, 

My name is Beverly Adams and I have worked for the mine for almost three years. 

I have experienced firsthand the importance of transparency to the community, community involvement, and local 
purchasing to OGC. 

In the past twelve months, we have participated in over 44 community events such as the recent Community Easter Egg 
Hunt, Andrew Jackson High School and Kershaw Elementary career days, Adopt-A-Highway, Relay for Life, and many 
local chamber events. We have made several donations to the local schools, fire departments, and many other 
community wide events. 

OGC encourages transparency to the community by offering tours to the public so they can observe our operation 
firsthand. We have had over 1200 visitors in the past twelve months from residence of the community, boy scout 
troops, local church groups, and chamber groups. 

OGC remains committed to Kershaw and Lancaster County and I take pride in saying that I work at OGC. 

Thank you, 
Beverly Adams 
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This email is intended only for the person to which it is addressed and may contain confidential or legally 
privileged material. Any dissemination or other use of or taking of any action in reliance upon the content of 
this email by persons other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you received this in error, please contact 
the sender and delete the email from any computer. Opinions and other information in this email that do not 
relate to the business of my employer are not given nor endorsed by it. Unencrypted email is not secure and 
may not be authentic. If you have any doubts as to the contents please telephone to confirm. Oceana Gold 
Corporation and its related entities accept no responsibility for changes made to this email or its attachments 
after transmission from Oceana Gold Corporation and its related entities and do not guarantee that this email or 
attachments are virus or error free. 
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myweb 
Web. Brand,ng. lnteractiv 

540 Saddlebrook Drive I Rock Hill, South Carolina 29730 I Phone: 803.487.4531 I Email : keith.tunnell@mywebsiteguys.com 

April 24, 2019 

Mr. Shawn Boone, Project Manager 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District 

69-A Hagood Avenue 

Charleston, South Carolina 29403 

Dear Mr. Boone: 

This letter is written in strong support of the permit for OceanaGold-Haile Gold Mine to expand 

operations in Kershaw, South Carolina. 

From 2003-2015 I served as the President of the Lancaster County Economic Development Corporation, 

the entity responsible for economic development recruitment and existing industry expansion and 

assistance for Lancaster County Government. It was during my tenure that Romarco Mining first 

approached the County about re-opening the mine and I was fortunate enough to have worked with the 

company and later OceanaGold once Romarco was acquired. 

Throughout my time working with Ms. Diane Garrett, Mr. David Thomas, and Mr. Mick Wilkes CEO of 

OceanaGold, the Haile Gold Mine operation has been professional, transparent, and exceptional in all 

phases of their operation. The company has delivered on its promise to be good stewards of the 

environment and to operate responsibly. In addition, there is no company in Lancaster County nor the 

region more supportive of the community than Haile Gold Mine. 

I am quite honest when I say not every company recruited to Lancaster County during my 13-year 

tenure running economic development lived up to their promises of job creation, investment, and 

community involvement. Haile Gold Mine has exceeded all expectations in all areas and continues to be 
a first-class, world-class company and operation. 

In short, Haile Gold Mine's leadership, both locally under the direction of Mr. David Thomas, and at the 

corporate level under the leadership of CEO Mick Wilkes, has done exactly what they promised the 

community some 10 years ago when Romarco first purchased the Haile Gold Mine site. They are 

professional, responsible, transparent, and are the example to other companies in the community on 

how to be an outstanding corporate citizen. The management cares about the community. 

The job creation of more than 400 jobs and investment in excess of $600 million in the Haile Gold Mine 

operation to date has surpassed all the community's expectations. The expansion of the project will 

-more-
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further improve the quality of life for citizens in Lancaster County and the region and will provide much

needed jobs in an area that continues to have higher than average unemployment. OceanaGold's 

commitment to hiring and training the local workforce has, and will continue to improve, the skills of 
local citizens and put them into high-paying jobs and long-time careers. 

Without hesitation, I fully support OceanaGold's permit to expand operations. I would be more than 

happy to meet with you or discuss my support over the phone if needed. It is my hope the U.S. Corps of 

Engineers and other governmental entities overseeing this permit will act favorably in order to continue 

to help the people of Lancaster County. 

Sincerely, 

Allen Keith Tunnell, Owner 

MyWebsiteGuys, LLC 



APR 2 9 2019 

Danny Williams 
3928 Gold Mine Hwy 
Kershaw, SC 29067 

Dear Army Corps of Engineers, 

I am the former Police Chief of Kershaw SC and Retired Safety Transport Inspector. I want to write to 
you to let you know that I have seen no issues with Haile Gold Mine. Safety is very important to the 
employees of the mine. They maintain their vehicles to make sure that they are safe on and off the 
roads. 

I have lived in Kershaw for 46 years. I have two shallow wells and one deep well. The levels have never 
been affected by the mine. There has not been any issue with noise and I am very close to the mine. 

The mine has been great for the economics of the town. They hire local people and they trade locally. 

I would be happy to discuss with you if needed. 

Thanks, 
Danny Williams 



.APR 2 9 2019 

Please note that any information (including Personally Identifying Information) received through this form may be made available to the public on line 
or in a paper docket, unless disclosure ofthe information is restricted by statute. Do not submit any information that you do not want released 
to the public. Electronic files should not include special characters or any form of encryption, and should be free of any defects or viruses. 

Are you a public official? � Yes i;&J.No If yes, position: __________________ _ 

Full Name: -Vo'(\ h {l\. St I\¼ Email: _ _,,_fi/"""' _,_I-'-' A--_:__ _________ _ 
I 

Street Address: t D 5;), Crmu fJrVf.,, Mailing Address (if different from street address): ________ _ 

S G zip:._=J'---q,_1-'-u=---0=-------City:._---=LQ"""--'h-"C>"-'a=1"--'W('-"'--'-_________ State: 

How did you learn aboutthis public scoping meeting? D Newspaper D Notice in Mail D Website D Other (please explain) ___ _ 

Comments (please make additional comments on the back, if needed) 
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Comments may be turned in tonight or mailed to the address below. Comments may also be submitted via the project website at 
www.hailegoldrnineseis.com. Please submit your comments by May 31st, 2019 to: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District, 
c/o Shawn Boone, 69-A Hagood Avenue, Charleston, SC 29403. 
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April 22; 2019 · 

Mr. Shawn Boone. 

Regulatory,Pivisiori, 
),_ ' ' ' ', ' 

y.s. ('.rmy Corps ofEngineers . 
Ch~rle~to~ District ·. . . ... 

69-A Hagood Ave. 
Charleston, SC 29403 

Dear Shawn, 

My husband and I were both emplqyees at Haile Gold Mine and lived in the Kershaw area from 
2007 to 2017, when we retired. I worked with the community at the Depot and saw daily how 
much the mine contributed to the area in so many ways. I saw and compared their community 
input to a mine I had previously worked for in TN that did not contribute to the community in 
any way and did not open themselves up to the area. The TN mine has over 500 employees and 

the local people just appreciates there being good jobs in the area. 
IVly husband worked at the Haile site with a sub-contractor in the late 1980's and early 1990's . 
.. ·· I;'.. .· __ .. · 

J<ershaw w.is.a busy towl) during that time. After the mine shutting down in 1993, the town's 
,' ,. . ' ' .-, ,,,,,,-

!c!C<;morny wa.s bar~ly surviving when we arrived back in 2007. We were blessed to see it 
. . '· ' ' 

cjqimat.ically r!;!coyer, as Haile Gold Mine was re-opened. We realize that available jobs and the 
economy is not the main issue here. We can also say that during our 10 years of observance, 
werare proud to say that this company focuses on their top priority being safety and the 
environment, like no other mine we've seen. My husband has worked in exploration and 
worked through the years at many mine sites. We can say that Haile is the most conscientious 

one in regards to safety and environment. 
We happened to be in Kershaw last week and attended the Scoping meeting. It was sad to see 

the people that had concerns in the comments. From working with the community, I know for 
a fact that everyone of them has had an open door for years to be able to tour the mine and to 
have their questions answered and explained in full detail. The word has always been spread 
throughout the area in many ways that the mine is transparent with everyone ... which is not like 

most mines. 
Thanks for your work on this project. 

?,c:£,i1?,, uifrlrc;<i~~ ~~J:-cc 

Eddie & Linda White 
1385 Dreamfield Dr. 
Soddy Daisy, TN 37379 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Shawn, 

JOHN GREGORY <johncgll@windstream.net> 
Friday, May 24, 2019 2:26 PM 
HGM_AR 
West PAG site 

I am writing to you as a followup to our phone conversation. As you know, my parents live directly across Gold Mine 
Highway (Hwy. 601) from the proposed West PAG site. I also own land on the west side of 601 that joins the Haile Mine 
property. 

My concern is that a sulfur smell could be blown across the highway by a strong enough easterly wind. I also would like 
to know if there is the possibility of acidic water to be blown across the highway during a rainstorm or under tropical 
storm conditions. 

What type of buffer is being proposed along Gold Mine Highway by the West PAG site? I would like to see a buffer of 
evergreens sufficient to screen out the site, maybe 200 feet. 

Thanks, 

John 

1 
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John G. Blackmon 
2445 Selwyn Ave. 

Apartment 403 

Charlotte, North Carolina 28209 

May 6, 2019 

Mr. Shawn Boone 

U.S. Army Corps Of Engineers 

Charleston District 
69-A Hagood Ave. 

Charleston, SC 29403 

Re: OceanaGold, Inc. 

Haile Gold Mine Permit Request 

Dear Mr. Boone, 

I am writing in response to the Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement and the 

proposed expansion of the Haile Gold Mine project in Kershaw, South Carolina. As a prior resident of 

South Carolina and current landowner within 2 miles of Haile Gold Mine I support the permit request of 

Haile Gold Mine and OceanaGold to expand the Haile project. 

I have known the Haile management for approximately 9 years, closely following the 

development from a small exploration project to a remarkable operating mine. The company and 

management have followed through with their commitment to the community of Kershaw and the state 

of South Carolina, demonstrating environmental stewardship and social responsibility. 

I will be pleased to discuss this further if required, my contact number is (704) 332-1048. 

Sincerely, 

John G. Blackmon 
Retired North Carolina Senator 
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PO Box 483,305 W. Church Street, Kershaw, SC 29067 803-475-7546 www.mtcalvaryoutreach.org 

April 30, 2019 

Mr. Shawn Boone, Regulatory Division 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District 
69-A Hagood Ave. 
Charleston, SC 29403 

Dear Mr. Boone, 

I am writing on behalf of our Board of Directors, staff, and volunteers to show support to the expansion 

of Oceana Gold's Haile Gold Mine Operation. As a non-profit organization in Kershaw for over 25 years, 

we know what it means to depend on the kindness of our neighbors and friends to keep programs 

going. Over the last decade, since the Haile Gold Mine resumed operations locally, we have experienced 

an overwhelming amount of support from its leadership. They truly know what it means to come 

alongside someone and offer assistance. 

Our organization has benefitted from assistance with our Summer Enrichment Camp, an amazing trip to 

Washington, D.C. for our boys' mentoring program, new backpacks filled with school supplies for our 

children and many other gifts that have allowed us to continue our ministry. Kershaw has been in need 

of a dose of hope for years, especially since the textile mill closed. Since Oceana Gold has been in town, 

we've been able to hope again. There are jobs being created, our local economy is improving and there's 

a bit of a buzz around town that was silent for some time. 

We support the expansion of the Haile Gold Mine operations because we trust the relationship we've 

established with their leadership. We are grateful for their presence here and look forward to their 

future in Kershaw. 

Thanks so much for your time. 

Sincerely, 

c) :, rf 11/l .1 /VYll !.~ti~ 
Dennis Miller, Board Chair 

Children • Youth • Senior Citizens 



May 29, 2019 

To Whom It May Concer.n: 

My name is Sherrie Simpson and I have been a resident of Lancaster County for almost thirty years. I am 

writing regarding the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement and in support of 

their expansion. I am writing this letter as part of my own personal opinion and not as part of my 

employment with Lancaster County or any other affiliation that I may have. 

I have had the pleasure of visiting the Haile Gold Mine site twice . The first time I visited was as a part of a 

joint reading project between Lancaster County and the Lancaster County School District. The project had 

various community leaders reading the history of Lancaster County, which our project team filmed, and 

then the film was shown to grades K-8 on National Read Across America Day in March of 2018. The leaders 

at Haile Gold Mine were gracious enough to let one of our Council Members read at an approved site at 

the Mine so that students could have a small glimpse of it and help students understand the history of 

Lancaster County and its gold rush. The leaders of Haile Gold Mine are wonderful community partners 

who go above and beyond to assist and help our community as we work on projects that benefit our 

residents. 

The second time I visited the Mine was as a part of the Chamber of Commerce's Leadership Lancaster 

program . The participants of this program study Lancaster County and we visited the Gold Mine to help 

us understand the benefit of industries that are good community partners. We were able to see first-hand 

the work the Gold Mine does to help the environment once they have completed their work. Their 

company's work to ensure that the environment and water has minimal negative impact is astounding. I 

am very proud to have this industry that cares about the environment as part of our community. 

I support the Haile Gold mine expansion and believe that they will continue their work to leave the 

environment as it was before their work started . I believe that they will continue to work to ensure a high 

water quality for the community surrounding the Gold Mine. I feel that they are diligent in their work to 

preserve the environment because they are a part of the community they serve. I appreciate your time 

and interest in my comments. 

With kind regards, 

Sherrie Simpson 
Lancaster, SC 29720 
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'JUNO 4 2019 

503 West Stevens Drive 

Kershaw, S.C. 29067 

May 29, 2019 

Mr. Shawn Boone 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Charleston, South Carolina 29403 

Dear Mr. Boone, 

As a citizen of Kershaw, I want to express my support and pride in Haile Gold Mine and 
offer my complete support and trust in them as they move forward in this EIS Project 
Permit. 

Haile Gold Mine has played a critical and varied role in supporting our community, its 
citizens, and our environment. They have provided the Town of Kershaw with over 1 

million dollars to upgrade the water infrastructure that has been in desperate need of 
repair for years. The overall economic impact provided by Haile to our town and 
surrounding community is over 19 million dollars in annual payroll. That is like a 
fantasy number for our town and it citizens!!!!! 

We are confident that Haile Gold Mine's commitment to safety and their intense 
training of personnel will ensure the continued advancements in mining technology and 
will enhance their environmental, personal, and economic impact on the Town of 
Kershaw and surrounding communities. 

~y, 12, 
Son:=~ 

Proud Citizen of Kershaw 

Kershaw Town Council Member 



HAY 3 0 2019 

Concerned citizens in Lancaster County 
South Carolina 

Mr. Shawn Boone, Project Manager 
Regulatory Division 
69-A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, SC 29403 

Dear Mr. Boone: 

The following items are concerns we have regarding the Plan for Expansion of the Haile Mine Site, Kershaw, SC: 

The first three items are related to the Proposed West PAG Site. 

I. Enviromnental impact and health hazzards of sulfur dust for residents and other inhabitants of the community 
west of the proposed west PAG site. 

2. Enviromnental impact of the Proposed west PAG site on areas west of the site including Highway 601, in the 
event of unanticipated natural disasters, other disasters related to the construction and content of the P AG site, 
and the esthetic effect on the community in close proximity to the PAG site. 

3. What consideration is possible to the relocation of the PAG site to another area, the least of which would be, 
farther eastward and establishing a large buffer zone of trees and shrubs between the west PAG site and 
Highway 60 I. 

Other Concerns: 

Inclusion in the Mine Expansion Plan submitted for the DSEIS for the Haile Gold Mine in Lancaster County, SC, 
Property that Oceana Gold does not have ownership of. Specifically Parcel ID# 0140-00-028.00 



  
  

  
 

 

Appendix H 
Summary of Comments Received during the National
Environmental Policy Act Scoping Period for the Haile 

Gold Mine Expansion Supplemental EIS 



                           
         

	
	

	
	 	 	

	 	 	 	
	

	
	 	

	
	 	
	

	
	

	

	

	
	

	 	 	
	 	 	
	

	

	

	

	
	

	

	

	
	 	

	 	 	

	

	 	 	
	 	 	

	 	 	
	 	

	 	 	 	 	

	
	 	

	 	

Summary of Comments Received during the Scoping Period for the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental 
EIS, by Topic and Issue 

Topic 
Issue 
Number 

Substance of Comments 
Commenters and Date of 
Comment 

Surface 
Water and 
Ground‐
water 
Quality and 
Supply 

1	 
The	Applicant	is	adhering to 	tighter	water	safety	
standards	 than	are	 actually	required	by	federal 
and/or	 state	environmental	 regulations. 

Public	Citizen:	#1	(4/24/19)	 

2	 

Some	commenters	stated 	that	the	operation	of 	the	 
mine	has	never 	affected	water	availability	 or	 
water	quality	since	the	mine	has 	been	in	 
existence.	 

Public	Citizen:	#4	(4/29/19),	
#14	(4/18/19),	#15	
(4/18/19)	 

3	 
Provide	information	 about	 coal	ash	spill	and	if 
that 	would 	cause	issues	on	the	river.	 Public	Citizen:	#11	(4/18/19)	 

4	 

Provide	information	 about	 who	would	install	and	
monitor	wells	to	check	 if 	aquifers	are	being
chemically	 contaminated	by 	cyanide	or other	 
contaminant/mine run‐off,	if	it affects water	 
availability,	 and	if this	would	contaminate nearby
lakes	 and	streams. 

Public	Citizen:	#11	(4/18/19),	
#13	(4/18/19)	 

5	 
Provide	information	 about	 the	procedures	and	
potential	impacts	on	water 	resources	in	the	event 
of 	a 	disaster	 at 	the	 mine.	 

Public	Citizen:	#13	(4/18/19),	
#18	(4/18/19)	 

Noise 

6 
Some	commenters	stated 	that	the	operation	of 	the	 
mine	has	never 	affected	noise	levels	on	their	 
residence.	 

Public	Citizen:	#4	(4/29/19)	 

7 
Address	the	existing	or	potential	noise	impact	on 
local	properties.	 

Public	Citizen:	#11	(4/18/19),	
#12	(4/18/19),	#18	
(4/18/19)	 

Visual 

8 

Provide	information	on	what	type	of buffer	is	
proposed 	along 	Gold	Mine	 Highway	by	 the West 
Potentially	Acid	Generating (PAG) 	site. Suggestion 
that 	an	evergreen	buffer	is 	sufficient	to	screen	out	 
the	site 	is	suggested,	for 	approximately	200	feet.	 

Public	Citizen:	#7	(4/24/19)	 

9 

Provide more detail	 about	 the aesthetic	effect 	of	 
the construction	and content 	of	 the PAG	site 	on	
the	community	nearby.	Consider	relocating	the	
PAG	site	to	 another	 area 	or establishing 	a large 
buffer	zone 	of	 trees 	and shrubs	between	the	west 
PAG	site 	and	Highway 	601.	 

Public	Citizen:	#23	(5/30/19)	 

Traffic 10 
Consider	the	potential 	effects 	of	increased	traffic	 
and	 trucks 	driving	on	 the	wrong side	 of the	road 
due	to	the	mine.	 

Public	Citizen:	#11	(4/18/19)	 

Human 
Health 11 

Provide analysis 	of	 any	potential	impacts of	high	 
winds	or 	storm 	conditions	 dispersing 	sulfur	odors	 
or	 acidic	water.	 

Public	Citizen:	#7	(4/24/19)	 



	
	

	
	 	 	

	 	 	 	
	

	

	
	 	 	

	 	 	
	

	 	 	
	 	

	 	

	
	 	

	 	

	
	

	 	

	
	 	 	

	

	

	

	

	

	
	 	 	

	
	 	

	 	 	
	

	
	

	

	
	 	

	

	

	

	 	
	

	
	 	

	 	
	

	

	

	
	

	

Topic 
Issue 
Number 

Substance of Comments 
Commenters and Date of 
Comment 

12 

Provide analysis 	of	health	hazards 	of	 sulfur	dust	 
for	residents	and	other	inhabitants of the
community	west	 of	 the	proposed	west	PAG	site.	
Provide analysis 	of	 the proposed 	west	 PAG	site on	 
areas west	of	 the	site	including	Highway	601	in	 
the	event of 	unanticipated natural	disasters	and
other	 disasters	related	 to	 the 	construction and 
content	 of the PAG	site.	 

Public	Citizen:	#23	(5/30/19)	 

Mining 
Operations 13 

Provide	records	regarding 	any	accidents,	 daily	 
water	usage,	and	any 	South Carolina	Department
of	 Health	 and	 Environmental	Control	and	U.S.	
Environmental	Protection	Agency	violations.	 

Public	Citizen:	#11	(4/18/19),	
#12	(4/18/19),	#13	
(4/18/19)	 

Emergency 
Procedures 
and Safety 

14 

The	Applicant	is	conscientious	about 	employee	
safety	and	environmental	protection.	They	
thoroughly 	train	personnel	on	safety	 for	 the	
health	 of	employees,	the community,	 and the
environment. 

Local	government,	Kershaw	
Town	Council:	#22	(6/4/19)	 

Public	Citizen:	#1	(4/24/19),	
#4	(4/29/19),	#6	(4/29/19),	
#10	(5/29/19),	#14	
(4/18/19),	#16	(4/18/19),	
#19	(4/18/19)	 

15 
The	Applicant	needs	to 	share	safety	plans	and	
emergency	response	plans	with	the	public.	 

Public	Citizen:	#13	(4/18/19),	
#18	(4/18/19)	 

16 

Suggestion	for 	the	Applicant 	to meet	with	local	 
emergency	management	personnel	to	specify	
specialized	equipment that 	responders	may	need	 
if a 	cyanide 	gas cloud 	or	other	 air	 contaminant 
were	released	into 	the	environment.	 

Public	Citizen:	#13	(4/18/19)	 

17 
Suggestion	for 	the	Applicant 	to donate	 funds	 to 
the	local	fire	department in	case	 of 	a disaster	 at 
the mine.	 

Public	Citizen:	#13	(4/18/19),	
#18	(4/18/19)	 

18 
The reclamation	plan	is	impressive 	and 
appreciated. 

Public	Citizen:	#1	(4/24/19)	 

Post‐Closure 
and 
Reclamation 19 

Provide	premature	closure plans	 that 	specify	 
what	would 	happen	if	the	 mine	shuts	 down	
prematurely	without	maintaining or	reclaiming
the site.	Specify	who	is 	responsible	 to	 pay	 for	 the	 
clean‐up	and	upkeep.	 

Public	Citizen:	#11	(4/18/19)	 

Community 
Involvement 20 

The	Applicant	is	an active	part	of the	community	
and	 spends time	and	money	supporting	 the	
community.	There	is	high	transparency	within	the	
community	and 	members	of	the	community	are	
welcomed	 to tour	the	mine.	 

Haile	Gold 	Mine:	#2	(4/25/19) 

Local	government,	Kershaw	
Town	Council:	#22	(6/4/19)	 

Non‐profit,	Mt.	Calvary
Outreach	Center:	#9	(5/2/19)	 

Public	Citizen:	#5	(4/29/19),	
#6	(4/29/19),	#8	(5/6/19),	
#10	((5/29/19)),	#15	
(4/18/19),	#17	(4/18/19),	
#20	(4/18/19),	#21	
(5/29/19)	 



	
	

	
	 	 	

	 	 	 	
	

	 	

	
	 	

	 	 	 	
	

	
	

	

	

Topic 
Issue 
Number 

Substance of Comments 
Commenters and Date of 
Comment 

Socio‐
economics 21 

The	proposed mine	expansion	would	create	
additional	jobs	and	benefit	 the community.	The
Applicant	has a	history of 	creating hundreds	 of 
jobs	and 	educating 	the 	local 	workforce.	 

Local	government,	Kershaw	
Town	Council:	#22	(6/4/19)	 

Non‐profit,	Mt.	Calvary
Outreach	Center:	#9	(5/2/19)	 

Public	Citizen:	#1	(4/24/19),	
#3	(4/24/19),	#6	(4/29/19),	
#15	(4/18/19),	#17	
(4/18/19),	#20	(4/18/19)	 



 

   
               
             
             

	

Appendix I 
Agency Scoping Meeting Invitations and Notes for the 
National Environmental Policy Act Scoping Period for 

the Haile Gold Mine Expansion Supplemental EIS 



Genevie, Jamie

From: Duncan, Scott
Sent: Monday, April 29, 2019 12:25 PM
To: HGM_AR
Cc: Genevie, Jamie; Pettit, Chris
Subject: FW: Haile Gold Mine - Agency Scoping Meeting for Supplemental EIS (UNCLASSIFIED)

For the project record.

SCOTT DUNCAN | Principal | +1.970.372.3903 direct | scott.duncan@icf.com | icf.com
ICF | 3665 JFK Parkway, Building 1, Suite 300, Fort Collins, CO 80525 USA | +1.970.219.1685 mobile

       
 

   
 

 

 

                  
             

                   
                 

           
             

             
 

                     
                     

 
                     

 
   

 
      

 
                                   
                                   
                                           

                              
         

 
                                     

                                       
                                        

                                   
 

                                     
                               

                                 
                           
                                   
                       

From: Boone, Shawn A CIV USARMY CESAC (US) [mailto:Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 03, 2019 8:26 AM 
To: Long, Larry <Long.Larry@epa.gov>; Laycock, Kelly <Laycock.Kelly@epa.gov>; Greg Mixon <MixonG@dnr.sc.gov>; 
Tom Daniel <DanielT@dnr.sc.gov>; Lorianne Riggin <RigginL@dnr.sc.gov>; thomas_mccoy@fws.gov; Wiest, Whitney 
<whitney_wiest@fws.gov>; Mark Caldwell <mark_caldwell@fws.gov>; eddyje@dhec.sc.gov; koonjm@dhec.sc.gov; 
Hightower, Charles <HIGHTOCW@dhec.sc.gov>; WENERIWR@dhec.sc.gov; Cindy Cooksey (Cynthia.Cooksey@noaa.gov) 
<Cynthia.Cooksey@noaa.gov>; Lewis, Keely <KLewis@scdah.sc.gov>; Elizabeth Johnson <ejohnson@scdah.sc.gov>; 
singlemj@dhec.sc.gov 
Cc: Heath, Amanda L CIV USARMY CESAC (USA) <Amanda.L.Heath@usace.army.mil>; Pettit, Chris 
<Chris.Pettit@icf.com>; Duncan, Scott <Scott.Duncan@icf.com>; Cappellino, Amy E CIV USARMY CESAC (US) 
<Amy.e.Cappellino@usace.army.mil> 
Subject: Haile Gold Mine ‐ Agency Scoping Meeting for Supplemental EIS (UNCLASSIFIED) 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

Greeting to all, 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) has scheduled an agency scoping meeting for the Haile 
Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 
106 Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. The meeting will commence at 1 PM EDT. There will be about a 20 minute 
presentation regarding the proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials 
are invited to attend. 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a proposal to the Corps to expand an 
existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers is required to comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). As such, the Corps is in the 'scoping' 
phase of the NEPA effort and identifying issues that will need to be addressed in the SEIS. 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine near Kershaw, SC. The proposed 
project would include expansion of surface mining and associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation 
of underground mining at the Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and 
related infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings storage facility. 
Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on areas affected by past mining activities and 
additional land purchased by Haile to support proposed mining expansion activities. 

1 
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If you are unable to attend the meeting, please reach out to me for information. The Charleston District is interested in 
feedback. In addition to attending the meeting, the usual methods of providing comments to us are available; via email 
or letter. Additionally, there is a project website that we will be updating as things progress and you may comment 
there as well (http://hailegoldmineseis.com ). 

Also, there is a plan to visit some of the previous and proposed 404 mitigation properties the morning of Friday, April 19, 
2019. This is a high level run through and expected to last until about noon. If you’d like to attend this field trip, please 
let me know so that I can get an accurate head count. There will be a more detailed site visit at a later time if you 
cannot make this event. 

Some details about the project that usually end up in your letters to us: 
Project number is SAC‐1992‐24122 
PROJECT NAME: Haile Gold Mine 
WATERWAY & LOCATION: Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942 °N, Longitude: 
80.5415°W), Kershaw Quadrangle. 

Feel free to call or email if you have specific questions or concerns. 

Please forward this notice to any of your agency colleagues that I may have inadvertently excluded. 

Regards, 

Shawn Boone 
USACE Regulatory 
Charleston District 
843‐329‐8158 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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PROJECT LOCATION 

DA Permit SAC-1992-24122 Haile Gold Mine 
Lancaster County, South Carolina 
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107 

8 April 2019 

Regulatory Division 

Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of 
Indians of Oklahoma 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Ms. Devon Frazier 
106NAGPRA@astribe.com 

Dear Ms. Frazier: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations. 

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible. 

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 



 

 

   
   

  

    
  

   
 

  
 

     
   

   
    

   
    

 

 
 

 
 

  
  

   
 

 

 
 

 

Request for Comments 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources. 

This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 
involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 
any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

Respectfully, 

Amanda L. Heath 
Chief, Special Projects Branch 

Enclosures 
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 
Devon Frazier 

DA Permit SAC-1992-24122  
Haile Gold Mine 
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina 
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 

Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 

____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 

____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process. 

_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process. 

_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 

_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)). 

Name of the designated contact: 

_____________________________________ Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 

E-mail: ____________________ 

Signed: _______________________________   Date: _____________________ 

Please mail to: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to: Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107 

8 April 2019 

Regulatory Division 

Alabama-Quassarte Tribal Town 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Ms. Samantha Robinson 
aqhpo@mail.com 

Dear Ms. Robinson: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations. 

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible. 

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 

Request for Comments 

mailto:aqhpo@mail.com
http://hailegoldmineseis.com/


  

 
   

   
  

 
  

   
   

 
  

 
 

    
    

   
    

    
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  
  

 
 
 

       
  
 
  
 
       
       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources. 

This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 
involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 
any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

Respectfully, 

Amanda L. Heath 
Chief, Special Projects Branch 

Enclosures 

2 
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

Alabama-Quassarte Tribal Town 
Samantha Robinson 

DA Permit SAC-1992-24122  
Haile Gold Mine 
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina 
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 

Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 

____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 

____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process. 

_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process. 

_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 

_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)). 

Name of the designated contact: 

_____________________________________   Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 

E-mail: ____________________ 

Signed: _______________________________   Date: _____________________ 

Please mail to: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to: Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107 

8 April 2019 

Regulatory Division 

Catawba Indian Nation 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Dr. Wenonah G. Haire 
1536 Tom Steven Road 
Rock Hill, South Carolina 29730 

Dear Dr. Haire: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations. 

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible. 

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 

http://hailegoldmineseis.com/


  

 
 

 
  

   
  

 
  

    
   

 
  

 
 

    
    

   
    

    
    

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  
   

 
 
 

       
  
 
  
 
       
       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Request for Comments 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources. 

This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 
involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 
any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

Respectfully, 

Amanda L. Heath 
Chief, Special Projects Branch 

Enclosures 

2 
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

Catawba Indian Nation 
Dr. Wenonah G. Haire 

DA Permit SAC-1992-24122  
Haile Gold Mine 
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina 
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 

Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 

____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 

____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process. 

_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process. 

_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 

_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)). 

Name of the designated contact: 

_____________________________________   Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 

E-mail: ____________________ 

Signed: _______________________________   Date: _____________________ 

Please mail to: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to: Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 

3 

mailto:Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil


 
 

 

 

  
 

 
 

  

   
 

   
     

 
  

   
    

 
     

   
 

   
  

 

  
  

    
 

   
 

   
 

 
 

  

 
   

  
   

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107 

8 April 2019 

Regulatory Division 

Cherokee Nation 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Ms. Elizabeth Toombs 
elizabeth-toombs@cherokee.org 

Dear Ms. Toombs: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations. 

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible. 

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 

mailto:elizabeth-toombs@cherokee.org
http://hailegoldmineseis.com/


  

 
 

  
   

  
 

  
    

   
 

  
 

 
    

   
   

    
    

    
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

   
 

 
 

       
  
 
  
 
       
       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Request for Comments 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources. 

This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 
involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 
any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

Respectfully, 

Amanda L. Heath 
Chief, Special Projects Branch 

Enclosures 

2 
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

Cherokee Nation 
Ms. Elizabeth Toombs 

DA Permit SAC-1992-24122  
Haile Gold Mine 
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina 
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 

Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 

____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 

____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process. 

_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process. 

_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 

_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)). 

Name of the designated contact: 

_____________________________________   Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 

E-mail: ____________________ 

Signed: _______________________________   Date: _____________________ 

Please mail to: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to: Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107 

8 April 2019 

Regulatory Division 

Chickasaw Nation 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Ms. Karen Brunso 
Karen.brunso@chickasaw.net 

Dear Ms. Brunso: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations. 

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible. 

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 

mailto:Karen.brunso@chickasaw.net
http://hailegoldmineseis.com/


  

 
 

  
   

  
 

  
    

   
 

  
 

 
    

   
   

    
    

    
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

   
 

 
 

       
  
 
  
 
       
       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Request for Comments 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources. 

This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 
involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 
any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

Respectfully, 

Amanda L. Heath 
Chief, Special Projects Branch 

Enclosures 

2 
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

Chickasaw Nation 
Ms. Karen Brunso 

DA Permit SAC-1992-24122  
Haile Gold Mine 
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina 
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 

Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 

____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 

____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process. 

_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process. 

_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 

_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)). 

Name of the designated contact: 

_____________________________________   Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 

E-mail: ____________________ 

Signed: _______________________________   Date: _____________________ 

Please mail to: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to: Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 

3 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107 

8 April 2019 

Regulatory Division 

Delaware Tribe of Indians 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Dr. Brice Obermeyer 
bobermeyer@delawaretribe.org 

Dear Dr. Obermeyer: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations. 

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible. 

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 

mailto:bobermeyer@delawaretribe.org
http://hailegoldmineseis.com/


  

 
 

   
   

  
 

    
  

   
 

  
 

 
     

   
   

     
    

    
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

   
 

 
 

       
  
 
  
 
       
       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Request for Comments 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources. 

This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 
involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 
any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

Respectfully, 

Amanda L. Heath 
Chief, Special Projects Branch 

Enclosures 

2 

mailto:Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil
mailto:Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil


  

 
 

  
  

 
 

 
   

 
 

    
   

 
  

  
 

  
  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
 

              
 

 
                                                                                           
 
 

             
 
 
 
 

                         
   

 
 

                               
 
 
 

CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

Delaware Tribe of Indians 
Dr. Brice Obermeyer 

DA Permit SAC-1992-24122  
Haile Gold Mine 
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina 
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 

Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 

____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 

____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process. 

_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process. 

_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 

_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)). 

Name of the designated contact: 

_____________________________________   Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 

E-mail: ____________________ 

Signed: _______________________________   Date: _____________________ 

Please mail to: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to: Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107 

8 April 2019 

Regulatory Division 

Eastern Band of the Cherokee Indians 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Mr. Stephen Yerka 
syerka@nc-cherokee.com 

Dear Mr. Yerka: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations. 

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible. 

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 

mailto:syerka@nc-cherokee.com
http://hailegoldmineseis.com/


  

 
 

   
   

  
 

  
   

   
 

  
 

 
    

   
   

    
    

    
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

  
 

 
 

       
  
 
  
 
       
       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Request for Comments 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources. 

This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 
involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 
any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

Respectfully, 

Amanda L. Heath 
Chief, Special Projects Branch 

Enclosures 

2 
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

Eastern Band of the Cherokee Indians 
Mr. Stephen Yerka 

DA Permit SAC-1992-24122  
Haile Gold Mine 
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina 
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 

Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 

____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 

____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process. 

_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process. 

_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 

_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)). 

Name of the designated contact: 

_____________________________________   Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 

E-mail: ____________________ 

Signed: _______________________________  Date: _____________________ 

Please mail to: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to: Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107 

8 April 2019 

Regulatory Division 

Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Ms. Robin DuShane 
rdushane@estoo.net 

Dear Ms. DuShane: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations. 

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible. 

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 

mailto:rdushane@estoo.net
http://hailegoldmineseis.com/


  

 
 

   
   

  
 

  
  

   
 

  
 

 
    

   
   

    
    

    
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

   
 

 
 

       
  
 
  
 
       
       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Request for Comments 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources. 

This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 
involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 
any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

Respectfully, 

Amanda L. Heath 
Chief, Special Projects Branch 

Enclosures 

2 
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
Ms. Robin DuShane 

DA Permit SAC-1992-24122  
Haile Gold Mine 
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina 
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 

Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 

____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 

____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process. 

_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process. 

_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 

_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)). 

Name of the designated contact: 

_____________________________________   Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 

E-mail: ____________________ 

Signed: _______________________________   Date: _____________________ 

Please mail to: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to: Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107 

8 Apr 2019 

Regulatory Division 

Kialegee Tribal Town 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Mr. David Cook 
david.cook@kialegeetribe.net 

Dear Mr. Cook: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations. 

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible. 

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 

mailto:david.cook@kialegeetribe.net
http://hailegoldmineseis.com/


  

 
 

   
   

  
 

  
   

   
 

  
 

 
    

    
   

    
    

    
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

  
 

 
 

       
  
 
  
 
       
       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Request for Comments 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources. 

This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 
involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 
any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

Respectfully, 

Amanda L. Heath 
Chief, Special Projects Branch 

Enclosures 

2 
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

Kialegee Tribal Town
Mr. David Cook 

DA Permit SAC-1992-24122  
Haile Gold Mine 
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina 
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 

Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 

____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 

____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process. 

_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process. 

_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 

_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)). 

Name of the designated contact: 

_____________________________________   Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 

E-mail: ____________________ 

Signed: _______________________________   Date: _____________________ 

Please mail to: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to: Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107 

8 Apr 2019 

Regulatory Division 

Poarch Band of Creek Indians 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Mr. Robert Thrower 
rthrower@pci-nsn.gov 

Dear Mr. Thrower: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations. 

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible. 

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 

mailto:rthrower@pci-nsn.gov
http://hailegoldmineseis.com/


  

 
 

   
   

  
 

  
   

   
 

  
 

 
    

    
   

    
    

    
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

  
 

 
 

       
  
 
  
 
       
       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Request for Comments 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources. 

This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 
involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 
any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

Respectfully, 

Amanda L. Heath 
Chief, Special Projects Branch 

Enclosures 

2 

mailto:Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil
mailto:Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil


  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

    
  

 
  

  
 

  
  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
 

             
 

 
                                                                                           
 
 

             
 
 
 
 

                         
   

 
 

                               
 
 
 

CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

Poarch Band of Creek Indians 
Mr. Robert Thrower 

DA Permit SAC-1992-24122  
Haile Gold Mine 
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina 
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 

Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 

____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 

____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process. 

_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process. 

_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 

_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)). 

Name of the designated contact: 

_____________________________________   Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 

E-mail: ____________________ 

Signed: _______________________________   Date: _____________________ 

Please mail to: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to: Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107 

8 Apr 2019 

Regulatory Division 

Shawnee Tribe 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Ms. Tonya Tipton 
tonya@shawnee-tribe.com 

Dear Ms. Tipton: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations. 

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible. 

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 

mailto:tonya@shawnee-tribe.com
http://hailegoldmineseis.com/


  

 
 

   
   

  
 

  
  

   
 

  
 

 
    

   
   

    
    

    
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

   
 

 
 

       
  
 
  
 
       
       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Request for Comments 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources. 

This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 
involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 
any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

Respectfully, 

Amanda L. Heath 
Chief, Special Projects Branch 

Enclosures 

2 
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

Shawnee Tribe 
Ms. Tonya Tipton 

DA Permit SAC-1992-24122  
Haile Gold Mine 
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina 
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 

Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 

____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 

____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process. 

_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process. 

_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 

_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)). 

Name of the designated contact: 

_____________________________________   Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 

E-mail: ____________________ 

Signed: _______________________________   Date: _____________________ 

Please mail to: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to: Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107 

8 April 2019 

Regulatory Division 

Thlopthlocco Tribal Town 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Mr. Janet Maylen 
thpo@tttown.org 

Dear Ms. Maylen: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations. 

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible. 

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 

mailto:thpo@tttown.org
http://hailegoldmineseis.com/


  

 
 

   
   

  
 

  
  

   
 

  
 

 
    

   
   

    
    

    
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

   
 

 
 

       
  
 
  
 
       
       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Request for Comments 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources. 

This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 
involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 
any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

Respectfully, 

Amanda L. Heath 
Chief, Special Projects Branch 

Enclosures 

2 

mailto:Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil
mailto:Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil


  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
   

 
 

    
  

 
  

  
 

  
  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
 

             
 

 
                                                                                           
 
 

             
 
 
 
 

                         
   

 
 

                               
 
 
 

CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

Thlopthlocco Tribal Town
Mr. Janet Maylen 

DA Permit SAC-1992-24122  
Haile Gold Mine 
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina 
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 

Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 

____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 

____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process. 

_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process. 

_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 

_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)). 

Name of the designated contact: 

_____________________________________   Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 

E-mail: ____________________ 

Signed: _______________________________   Date: _____________________ 

Please mail to: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to: Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A HAGOOD AVENUE 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107 

8 April 2019 

Regulatory Division 

United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Ms. Erin Thompson 
ethompson@ukb-nsn.gov 

Dear Ms. Thompson: 

Haile Gold Mine, Inc., a subsidiary of OceanaGold Corporation, has submitted a 
proposal to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (Corps) pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, to expand an existing and operating gold mine (Haile Gold Mine) in 
the vicinity of Kershaw, South Carolina. The Corps is beginning the environmental review of the 
proposed expansion in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related laws 
and regulations. 

This letter advises you of the proposed expansion and requests information from your 
tribe on resources that could be affected by the proposed project. We also invite you to attend 
the Haile Gold Mine Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) Agency Scoping 
Meeting schedule for1:00 PM EDT, on Thursday, April 18, 2019, in the 'old train depot' at 106 
Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067. There will be a brief presentation regarding the 
proposed mine expansion and discussion will be encouraged. All interested agency officials are 
invited to attend. If you would like to attend via conference call, please let us know as soon as 
possible. 

Project Background 

The proposed project is to expand mining operations at the existing Haile Gold Mine 
located near the Town of Kershaw, Lancaster County, South Carolina (Latitude: 34.5942°N, 
Longitude: 80.5415°W). The proposed project would include expansion of surface mining and 
associated mine pits and overburden storage facilities, initiation of underground mining at the 
Horseshoe deposit, and increased ore processing through optimization of the mill and related 
infrastructure including expansion of the water management system and existing tailings 
storage facility. Proposed mining activities in the expanded proposed project would focus on 
areas affected by past mining activities and additional land purchased by Haile to support 
proposed mining expansion activities. Additional project information and an opportunity to 
provide written comments is available on the Haile Gold Mine SEIS website at: 
http://hailegoldmineseis.com. 

Environmental Review Process 

The Corps will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed project 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 U.S.C. § 
4321 et seq.), the Corps’ permitting authority under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(40 CFR Part 230), and other applicable federal and state laws. 

mailto:sbird@ukb-nsn.gov
http://hailegoldmineseis.com/


  

 
 

   
   

  
 
   

  
   

 
  

 
 

    
   

   
     

    
    

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  
   

 
 
 

       
  
 
  
 
       
       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Request for Comments 

The Corps is interested to learn whether your tribe is interested in consulting with us 
regarding the broader range of impacts assessed under NEPA including those to tribal lands 
and resources. 

This letter also initiates consultation pursuant to Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) of the 
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (54 U.S.C. § 306108). The Corps wishes to 
invite your tribe in consultation pursuant to Section 106 and provide an opportunity for you to 
submit information or comments on either historic properties and/or potential effects to historic 
properties that may be located in the area and that should be afforded close attention in the 
environmental analysis. 

To assist you in your response, I have attached a questionnaire regarding any future 
involvement your tribe may want in the overall NEPA process. We respectfully request you 
complete the questionnaire and return it by May 5, 2019, so that we may be able to schedule 
any meetings, site visits, or surveys; conduct necessary follow-up activities; and incorporate 
your response into the scope of study, as appropriate. Please send your written comments to 
Shawn Boone, Corps’ Project Manager, by email at Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil or by mail 
to: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

We look forward to your participation in the environmental review process. If you have 
any questions or would like to arrange a call, please feel free to contact Shawn Boone by phone 
at 843-329-8158, or toll free number 866-329-8187 or by email at 
Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil. 

Respectfully, 

Amanda L. Heath 
Chief, Special Projects Branch 

Enclosures 

2 
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma 
Ms. Erin Thompson 

DA Permit SAC-1992-24122  
Haile Gold Mine 
Haile Gold Mine Creek, Lancaster County, South Carolina 
(Latitude: 34.5942°N, Longitude: 80.5415°W) 

Please check all the appropriate response(s) that apply from the list below and use the back of 
this form or additional sheets if you wish to make comments: 

____ We have no interests associated with the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and further 
consultation with our Tribe is not required. 

____ We want to continue to receive project information by email and participate in the public 
involvement process. 

_____ We want to continue to receive project information by U.S. mail and participate in the 
public involvement process. 

_____ We have an interest in the Haile Gold Mine proposed expansion and want to participate 
in government-to-government consultation. 

_____ We would like to participate as a Section 106 Consulting party (36 CFR Part 800.2(c)(ii)). 

Name of the designated contact: 

_____________________________________ Phone: ____________________ 
Please print name 

E-mail: ____________________ 

Signed: _______________________________   Date: _____________________ 

Please mail to: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regulatory Division – Shawn Boone 
69A Hagood Avenue 
Charleston, South Carolina 29403-5107 

Or email to: Shawn.A.Boone@usace.army.mil 
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AGENCY SCOPING MEETING NOTES 

SUBJECT: Haile Gold Mine SEIS Agency Scoping Meeting 

MEETING DATE: April 18, 2019 at 1:00 p.m. 

LOCATION: Kershaw Depot, 106 N. Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067 

ATTENDEES: 

Travis Hughes, USACE Pam Schanel, ICF 
Shawn Boone, USACE Jamie Genevie, ICF 
Amanda Heath, USACE Lisa Mash, Atkins (ICF team) 
Amy Cappellino, USACE Jeremy Eddy, SC DHEC 
Scott McDaniel, OceanaGold Joe Koon, SC DHEC 
Marianna DePratter, OceanaGold Larry Long, USEPA 
Clay Fleshman, OceanaGold Lorianne Riggin, SC DNR 
Gregg Braker, Potomac Law Group Tom Daniel, SC DNR 
Mark Caldwell, USFWS Elizabeth Johnson, SC SHPO 
Morgan Wolf, USFWS Keely Lewis, SC SHPO 
Scott Duncan, ICF 

MEETING OBJECTIVES: 

 Discuss the proposed project and identify scoping issues for each agency 

AGENDA AND NOTES 

 Introductions 
Shawn Boone initiated the meeting as attendees introduced themselves. The purpose of this 
meeting is to describe the proposed project and identify issues important to each agency so that 
concerns can be addressed in the Supplemental EIS (SEIS). 

 Proposed Action 
o Haile overview of project 

Scott McDaniel presented a PowerPoint on the major components of the proposed Haile 
Gold Mine expansion. 

 Agency Scoping Issues 
o Agency scoping question and answer session 

 Q1: What are the various underground deposits that will be mined in the future, 
and will these be analyzed in the SEIS? 

 A1: Scott McDaniel mentioned that the first deposit is the Horseshoe deposit, 
studied under this SEIS. The second is the Palomino, the third is the Mustang, and 
the fourth is the Snowshoe. Haile is about 2‐3 years out before there are enough 
data to develop a mine plan for Palomino, Mustang, and Snowshoe underground 



                      

                             

                    

                         

                            

                       

                      

                         

                             

                           

                             

   

                 

                        

                     

 

                            

                            

                        

                

                            

                       

                         

                         

                     

                       

                     

       

 

                           

                       

 

                           

 

                        

                          

                     

                           

                             

   

                  

                      

                         

              

deposits. It depends on beginning the development of the Horseshoe underground 
mine. This is within the same overall geographic area of the existing mine, and a 
future mine application and environmental review process would be needed. 

o Q2: Haile is not planning to backfill stopes with yellow PAG material? 
 A2: Scott McDaniel noted that cemented rock fill (CRF) backfill is proposed for the 

underground mine, mining from the bottom, up, backfilling in CRF before mining 
above it. No PAG material is planned for underground mine backfill—the 
consequences of this has not been studied in detail, and Haile will remain 
conservative at this time and not use PAG as backfill in the underground mine. Scott 
confirmed that there is no chance Haile would change to PAG material under this 
SEIS, but if that was to be an option, it would need additional testing and 
environmental analysis. 

o Q3: What are the doré bars composed of? 
 A3: Scott explained doré bars produced at Haile comprise approximately 85% gold 

with remaining percentages comprised predominantly of silver and a trace of 
copper. 

o Q4: Regarding cyanide concentrations, what do you do if you reach an action limit? 
 A4: Scott McDaniel mentioned that Haile can add sulfur dioxide or air to reduce 

concentrations, but often the best control is to slow down the process. 
o Q5: Do you actively monitor birds and wildlife? 

 A5: Yes, Scott McDaniel noted that Haile actively monitors birds and wildlife at the 
mine site. Six avian surveys were conducted over a twelve month consecutive 
period, where a Haile team member walks with the avian specialist around the 
tailings pond to look for any fatalities, existing habitats, and learn about the 
environmental concerns. No fatalities or injuries have been found during the 
surveys. Wildlife is occasionally spotted (deer, beaver, etc.), and the fences are 
monitored closely and mended promptly as needed. Reports/data are saved on 
ICF’s SharePoint project site. 

** Scott McDaniel to provide a copy of the most recent tailings facility avian 
monitoring report to SC DNR, SC DHEC, USFWS, USEPA, USACE, and ICF. 

** Contact Shawn Boone if you would like added to the SharePoint project site. 

o Q6: How have recent storms affected the tailings pond and other facilities? 
 A6: Scott McDaniel noted that the tailings pond and stormwater diversions did not 

overflow during hurricanes Florence and Michael. They actively monitored it, and 
there was no environmental impact. The water level in the TSF is currently higher 
than planned on account of the storms, and Haile will work on removing some from 
the TSF. 

o Q7: How does the mine affect neighboring water wells? 
 A7: Scott McDaniel mentioned that neighboring wells range from approximately 50 

feet to 250 feet in depth; however, mining is performed at approximately 900‐1,300 
feet deep, well below anyone’s water well. 



                    

                                

                    

                                

             

                              

              

        

                          

                             

                               

                        

                           

  

                                  

   

                      

  

                              

     

                            

                          

                           

 

                            

                        

                         

                           

                         

                               

   

                  

                                    

                          

                               

            

    

                                 

                                

 

 

 

o Q8: What is done with the yellow PAG overburden material? 
 A8: Scott explained it is lined with lime material in backfilling pits, as well as stored 

in above ground PAG storage areas with an HDPE liner. 
o Q9: (USACE asking USFWS and SC DNR) Did the USACE adequately address impacts in the EIS 

to address fish and wildlife concerns? 
 A9: Yes, it was fine. Since there have not been any wildlife fatalities, that explains 

why we have not heard of any. 
o Q10: Any SHPO issues? 

 A10: Yes, Shawn noted there have been cultural studies on properties acquired by 
Haile and he noted Haile will need to move the Baker cemetery. The cemetery is 
located in the northern part of the South OSA. Mrs. Baker died in 1890 and was 
buried there, plus some other relatives. Haile has coordinated with the Gregory 
family, descendants, on paying for the bodies to be moved to the Gregory family 
plot. 

 There is also a school house. Unsure where to move it yet, and there are lead and 
asbestos issues. 

 There are no known non‐evaluated archeological sites impacted by the proposed 
project. 

o Q11: The tailings storage facility (TSF) would be expanded and a portion of highway 601 
would be moved? 
 A11: Yes, Scott explained that the TSF would have a larger footprint, extend further 

north. The intersection of Duckwood Road and 601 would be moved further north, 
replacing the “Y” intersection with a “T” intersection, which is regarded as a safety 
improvement. 

o Q12: Are the mitigation sites the same as what was proposed for the EIS? 
 A12: No, Scott mentioned that the mitigation package will include more properties, 

and Haile would like contiguous properties if possible. More details to come. The 
mitigation site tour scheduled for Friday 4/19 was postponed for a later date in 
May. Shawn noted that the USACE is looking forward to receiving Haile’s mitigation 
plan and wants to be sure USEPA’s Kelly Laycock is available to review the plan and 
mitigation sites. 

o Q13: What is the long‐term plan for the TSF? 
 A13: At the end of the life of the mine, the TSF would be drained, then capped with 

an HDPE liner, growth media added, and seeded for reclamation and closure. The 
City of Kershaw imagines constructing a golf course on the site in the future, or it 
could be used for other purposes. 

 Wrap Up 

Gregg Braker noted that Haile is happy to provide project information in a timely manner as requested. 
Haile wants to be proactive in addressing any issues that agencies have regarding the proposed project. 



   

             

   
   

         
           
       

           
       

 

   
   
     

     
     

 

             
         

     

   

 

ACTION ITEMS 

No. Responsible Party Task Due Date Status 
1 Haile 

Scott McDaniel 
Scott McDaniel to provide a 
copy of the most recent tailings 
facility avian monitoring report 
to SC DNR, SC DHEC, USFWS, 
USEPA, USACE, and ICF. 

ASAP Complete 
4/18/19: Scott 
McDaniel sent a 
digital copy of 
the report by 
email. 

2 All Contact Shawn Boone if you 
would like added to the 
SharePoint project site 

ASAP 
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